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Chriflian Reader, 


HE deſign of the following Treatiſe is 

thy Spiritual Advantage, that by diſ- 
playing the Heavenly Glory to the eyes of thy 
mind, thou mayeſt have thy affections an! 
deſires ſtirred vp to chooſe it as thy chieſeſt 
treaſure, and then where thy treaſure is, 2. 
heart ol Joon be alſo : Ard perhaps here 1s as' 
much faid to engage thy affections as has been 
any where written upon this ſubject ; and 
which, through the Divine Bleſſing, may beget - 
in thee thoſe breathings after the happineſs 


here deſcribed, which may iſſue in thy-ctergal” 
fruition of it. It does not indeed pretend % : 


give a graphical deſeription thereof (for it does 
not yet appear what we ſhall be] but it wives: 
ſuch a deſcription of it as the Divine Oracles 
will warrant ; ſhewing wherein the na-ore of + 
our happineſs does chiefly conſiſt, and re- 


ſolving the moft abſtruſe and curious queſtions 


about it, according to the Word of Truth. 


And ſeeing Love and Deſire are the wings, 
of the. ſou]; by which it flies towards Heaven. 
I doubt not but the devout ſoul will here ne 
Thoſe. attractives that will iner draw it 
133 2 thither; : 2 
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thitheg: For what can more engage our af- 
tections than the defire of beholding that 
bright Eternal Excellency, who is altogether 
Defirous ; and whom the Church deſcribes as 
Fairer than the Children of Men ! And, if he 
was ſo in the days of his humiliation, how 
much more glorious is he on the Throne, 
being Crowned with Glory and Honour, as the 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaks ? 


But altho- glorious things be ſpoken of the 
City of God, which is repreſented to us as an 


come to Heaven, what the Queen of Sheba 
did when the faw the glory of Solomon, that 
= the half has not been told us. 


wy 
h 
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| 4 However, there is enough to engage our 
= hearts and raviſh our affections, and to make 
us cry out with David, How amiable are thy 
= Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! But as Love 
ES and Deſire carries us after that which we ap- 
prehend to be amiable and lovely, fo fear is a 
>. paſſion of the ſoul whereby it flies from aid 
- avoids whatever it apprehends to be evil; and 
this paſſion works as ſtrongly in ſome ſouls, 
2s love and deſire does in others. And to 
E theſe the Viſions of Hell may be as uſeful to 
=. affright them from it, as the Viſions of 
Heaven to draw the others to it. Here ou 
may, as it were, lay your ears to the Mouth". 
bf Topher, and hear the doleful e 


To the READER. 


of thoſe loſt Wretches, that through a vain 
purſuit of finfu] pleaſure have brought upon 
themſelves eternal miſeries. Here you may 
ſee how they too ſoon lament thoſe torments 
it is too late to help; and theſe ſhould, to all 
wiſe confidering perſons, be looked on as fo 
many ſea-marks, to warn others to avoid the 
like deſtruction. : 


The Author to the Hebrews tells us, that 
Neah being moved with ſear, prepared an Ark 
to the We of his Houſe; and if the fear of 
the Torments of Hell (which are here fo 
lively deſcribed) move any ſouls to get into. 
the Ark, Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo avoid the 
Wrath to Come, it will be an unſpeakable 
mercy. | | 


| 4 
| . , . * 3 2 

Nor let any one be ſtumbled, that this is 8 
delivered under the ſimilitude of a Viſan; for 


ſo long as the truths herein conveyechare a 


cording to the true Analogy of Faith, the 
dreſs in which they are put may be very wel! 
diſpenſed with. 1 have done herein like the 
phyſicians, who put their phyſick in ſome -- 
pleaſant vehicle to make it go down the eafier 
with their patients; and ſince the Way to 
Heaven has been ſo taking, under the ſimili- 
tude of a Dream, why ſhould not 2 
neyp's End be as acceptable under the hmili- 
dase of a Von? Nay, why ſtiould it be 
woe acceptable, ſince the End is pr ⁹ e 
e ie Means, and Heaven to the WW oy 
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Prins us thither. The Pilgrim met wes 


, 4 „ ” 4 — | 0 
D 


%P "1, w_ 


Ra dTy n 
d 2 » D * = 
& * » * © — % -. J 4 : 
SED. <> Wes . + Naarn 
— 8809 : a * 1 Ss „ 8 
ny . * . * o = 9 : 2 % _ * — RF - 
p 


* [2 4 w o * , 
Tv "= *% 4 
"4 i _ 


—— . 


S 
92 * 


7 


_ » A 
N j 6 4 a ** = 
* 4 1 
898 AC F.-Y 1 r G 5 4 
PAIN py G2 n 
: a 2 * 9 LO * * a * 

0 . _ = 4 4 

* . E 2 * 4 9 
1. - 
7 
- 
* 

= 

\ . 

= 


BY 


* A 3 
= 


A 

ax) | 

* 1 5 
* 


. 


— —— 
+ . _ * Y _— . 9 pa 
i _ . 5 


R. 
0 


LOY 8 


by 


4 

1 

_ - 
ö 

s > - 
| 0 

5 - 


1 © a 
4 "——= : - 

* - 

> 3 6 893933 * 


- - > 
THAI N 


1 


CEE ans : 
* 1 os 
> . » 24 
= * 


vi fo the READER. 


many difficulties, but here they are all over; 


all ſtorms and tempeſts here are huſh'd in 
ſilence and ſerenity. | 


Let us ſtay no longer here then, but mount 


thither upon the Golden Wings of Faith and 


Love; For lo, the winter is paſt ; the rain is 
over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; 
the time of the ſinging of birds is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; yea, 


the bleſſed Bridegroom of our Souls calls to 


us, Ariſe, my Love, my Fair One, and come 


away. Which Reader, that thou mayeſt 
* haſte to do, is the deſire and prayer 


_ © Thy SouPs Mell. wiſber, 


JOHN BUNYAN. 


TY. 1 to back their opinion, and prove W iỹ te 


5 of. this ſort of brutes, (for they ate ſcares 
; worthy of the name of men) that I had the 
_ unhappineſs to be acquainted, Who would be 
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WORLD TO COME: 


OR, 2 
VISIONS "5 
OF | 


HEAVEN and HELL. 


* 


The INTRODUCTION... 
Wb wicked and profligate perſbtis = 


have gone on in a courſe of ſin to 

that degree that they ean "ſcarce 
hope for pardon, and find they have reaſon _ + 
to fear the juſt Judgment of God for their 
ſins, they begin at firſt to with that there 
was no God to puniſh them, which they 
think their intereſt, and ſo by degrees come 
to perſuade themſelves that there is nane 
and then they ſet themſelves to ſtudy for at- © 


ty are willing to believe. It was with one 
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think there was no God but with the 


was. any. Hell, "and yet at the ſame time 


8 The World To Come: Or, 
continually inculcating me, that there was 
neither God nor Devil, "Heaven nor Hell, and 
that thoſe things were only the politick i in- 
ventions of ſuch as were willing to keep the 
world in awe; 7% (ſays he) as we talk of - 

Bug- bears to affrighten children. It was not 
without horror and trembling that I firſt heard 
this diſcourſe, 'and therefore I uſually Jeft 
him when he began upon theſe topicks ; but 
his ſpeaking of them to me ſo often, at laſt 
prevailed with me to conſider what grounds 
he had for what he ſaid, and from this time I 
found my mind perplexed with ſo much trouble 
and darkneſs that I could hardly bear up under 
it, for I knew not how to make out, to my 
own ſatisfaction, thoſe truths, which before 
appeared to me ſelf-evident, I could not 


greateſt horror ; yet I called in queſtion the 
truth of his being. I would not have parted 
With my hopes of Heaven, to have been 
made heir of all the world; and yet I queſ- 
"tioned whether there was any ſuch place or 
ſtate; and I began to doubt whether there 


thought I found the flames of it flaſhing in my 
face. Thus was my mind diſtracted with ap- 
parent cofitradictions, and I found I was invol- 
Won in a labyrinth of confuſion, out of which I 
Bad no elue to extricate myſelf: In this per- 
plexed condition I went to my falſe friend, to 
© what comfort he could adminiſter to me; 3 
(nich was like Sau!'s going to the Witch F. 
e when Nl had forſaken him) but- 

. 


Viſuns of Heaven and Hell. 9 


what he ſaid did more confound than ſatisfy 
me. He indeed laughed at my fears, pre- 
tended to pity my weakneſs, and ſeemed to 
hug himſelt in the freedom and liberty which 
he enjoyed. He told me he was never mo- 
leſted in the proſecution of what he had to 
do, hy the frightful mormo's of a Future State, 
or an after-reckoning ;' that nature was, the 
great miſtreſs of the univerſe, and that therefore 
he followed her dictates ; and that all the care 
he took was ſo to live here, that when his duſt 
ſhould be next impregnated, it might be into 
ſome delightful ſpecies of Beings: Which 
would likewiſe, in a great meaſure, be owing 
to the place of his burial; for if he were buried 


in a church, or laid up in a vault; it was poi- 


ſible his duſt might be turned into ſpiders, 
to be buried in a field, or garden, if he could, 
that there his aſhes might iptinguꝑ in curious 
ſnould be very well ſatisfied to find all thoſe 
ſpirits and powers be was now poſſeſſed of, 
And further he affirmed, that for aught he 


knew, in the various metempſychoſis of na- 


had done many ages paſt. ö 


toads, or ſerpents; and therefore he defigned 


and delightful flowers, which wasche utmoſt 
happineſs he could propoſe to himlelf $xand -- 


- s Ko 


exerted in the variegated beauties of nature: 


ture, he might, ſome ages hence, again im- 
pregnate a human body, as he believed he 
then urged the Scriptures againſt all this 
uni nielligible 2 ; but he exploded that, as 
8 being: only the engine by which politick men, - 
broupht about their deſigns; and that to provea 
HS EET ; © .- 1 > 


a . 


to myſelf, to put a period to this wretched | 


a0 The World To Come : Or, 


Deity by the Scriptures, was the ſame thing 
as to prove the Divine Original of the Scrip- 
tures by the Being of a Deity, which was 
idem per idem. N 

Theſe diſcourſes of his putting me ſtill on 
further doubts, I became fo uneaſy that my 
life was a burthen to me; I dreaded to be left 
to the belief of thoſe curſed notions, and yet 
they continually ran in my mind; I withed a 
thouſand times I had never heard them, and 
yet they were ever before me: What, ſaid [ 
to myſelf, is all my hopes of Heaven nothing 1 
but a vain chimera ? Have I ſerved God for 
nothing? Or rather have I fancied one, when 
there is no ſuch Being? It is impoſſible to 
tell the agonies I felt, upon my giving way to 
ſuch thoughts as theſe, which ſtill with greater 
force aſſaulted me, until at laſt I was hurried 
to the utmoſt pitch of deſperation : Why 
mould I linger thus, thought I, between 
Deſpair and Hope; Is it not better, ſaid I 


life, and to try the truth of things? 
| Upon this, I took a reſolution to deſtroy Wi 
myſelf, and in order thereunto, went out one 
morning to an adjacent wood, where I in- 
tended to act this bloody tragedy, which, as 
I was about to perpetrate, methought I heard ö 
a ſecret whiſper, ſaying, O Epenetus, plunge 
— thyſelf in everlaſting miſery to gratify thy i 
Soul's worſt enemy; that fatal firoke thou art | 
about to give, ſeals up thy own Damnatim ; fir 
if there be a GOD, as ſure there is, how: c 
van tobe for mercy fron him, when you tous Wits" 


1 


Viſions of Heaven and Hell, 11 


fully deflroy his image? From whence this 
ſecret whiſper came, I knew not, but do be- 
lieve it was from God; for I am ſure it came 

with ſo much power, it made me fling away 

the inſtrument with which J had deſigned to 
offer, violence to my own life, and ſhewed me 

in a moment the wickedneſs thereof. The 
horror of this barbarous intention ſet all my 
Joints a trembling, that T could hardly ftand ; 

and then the fatal precipice of my deſigned 
deſtruction was repreſented to me in that 
frizhtfal view, that I could not but acknow- 
ledge my deliverance to be the work of ſome 
Inviſible and Spiritual Power, that came ſo 
ſeaſonably to my reſcue, and gratitude obliged 

me to return him thanks; ſo I kneeled down 
upon the ground, and faid, _ | 

O thou Inviſible Eternal Power, which, tho! 

unſeen by man, beholdef1 all bis actions, and*who 

hal now withheld me from the defacing af "thine 
image, I give thee humble Thanks : Yes, O thou. 
Sovereign Being of all Beings, I give thee thanks _ 
that Jam ſtill alive, and able to acknowledge there 
rs fuch a Being: O do not hide thyſelf from my - 
behalding, in ſuch thick Clouds of Darkneſs,” but 

let the Sun of Glory ſhine upon me, and "chaſe © 
away the blackneſs of my benighted ſoul, that I 1 
may never more queſtion thy Being or Omnipo- - 
tence, which I have had this moment fo' great er- 
WW Pfr 1ence of. . 1 SF: 

hben riſing from my knees, I went and ſat 

me down upon a bank, my mind being 
-eatly taken up with the adoring thoughts of 
| that. Eternal Goodneſs that had ſo eminem 
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ſaved me from the dreadful gulph of Ever- 
laſting Ruin, when I was juſt going to plunge 
myſelf into it. And now methought I could 
not but admire that I ſhould: be ſo ſottiſh to 
call in queſtion the Being of a Deity, which 


every creature was a witneſs of, and which a 


man's own conſcience, more than a thouſand 
witneſſes, could not but dictate to him. 
Now whilſt my thoughts were taken up 
with theſe. meditations, as I fat upon the 
bank I was ſuddenly ſurrounded with a Glo- 
rious Light, the exceeding brightneſs whereof 
was ſuch as 1 had never ſeen any thing like it 
before. This both ſurprized and amazed me, 


and whilſt I was wondering from whence it 
came, I ſaw coming towards me a Glorious 
ö Appearance, repreſenting the perſon of a man, 
but eireled round about with lucid. beams of 


inexpreſſible Light and Glory, which ſtreamed 
from him all the way he came; bis counte- 


nance was very aweful, and yet mixed with 
ſuch an air of ſweetneſs as rendered it ex- 5 
tremely pleaſing, and gave me ſome. ſecret 
„bhuopes he came not to me as an enemy; and 
pet. I knew not how to bear. his bright Ap- 


pearance; and endeavouring to ſtand upon F 


8 my feet, I ſoon found I had no more ſtrength 


in me, and ſo fell flat down upon my face; 


but by the kind aſſiſtance of his arm, I Was ſoon 


ſet upon my feet again, and new ſtrength 8 


put into me; which I ſoon perceiving, 40. ; 
2 dreſſed: myſelf to the bright form before me, 
ſaying, O my ſhining Deliverer, who -haft 17-0 
x „ ee my feeble * and ä Mt. wy” | 


| * ny 
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Vifions of Heaven and Hell, 13 
life; how ſhall I acknowledge my thankfulneſs, 


and in that manner ſhall I adore thee ? 

To which he replyed, both with an air of 
majeſty and mildneſs, Pay thy adorations to-the 
Author of thy being, and not to me, who am thy 

zllotu- creature; and am ſent by him, whoſe very 
being thou -haſt ſo lately denied, ta flap thee from 
falling into that eternal ruin, whereinto thau 
wert going to precipitate thy ſelf. 8 

This touch'd my heart with ſuch a ſenſe of 
my own unworthineſs, that my ſoul even 
melted within me, and I could not forbear 
crying out, O how utterly unworthy am I of all 
this grace and mercy * | 

To which the heavenly meſſenger reply'd, 


' The divine majeſty « does nat conſult, in ſhewing 


mercy, thy unworthineſs, but his own un- 
bounded goodneſs and incomprehenſible love He 
ſau with how. much malice the grand enemy af ſauls 
defired thy ruin, and let him go on with hopes of 
overcoming thee, but till upheld thee by his feeret _ 
power ; through which, when Satan thought him= 


felf moſt ſure, the ſnare is broken, and thou art 
eſcaped, Theſe words made me break forth i 


in this extatic rapture : 


O who the depths of this great love can tell, 
To ſave a tempted ſinking, ſoul from hell! 
0 glory, glory to my Saviour t name, 

,now through all eternity prodlaim ! 


I bo when I on the brink of ruin lay, 4 _ 
Sa d me from him who would my ſoul betray * -k 

And not I know, tho I ub God would um © 
Ne LORD. is GOD, yea, He is GOD ane 
VIM; DEP s win | ; Ang. <4 
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Ang. Vell, ſaid this heavenly viſion, with 
a pleaſed countenance, that you may never 
doubt any more of the reality of eternal things, 
the end of my coming to you, is to convince you 


of the truth of them ; not by faith only, but by 


ſight alſo: For I will Het you ſuch things as 
wers never yet beheld by mortal eye; and to that 


end, your eyes ſhall be firengthened, and made 


fitting to behold immaterial objects. 

At theſe: ſurprizing words of the angel, I 
was much aſtoniſhed, and doubted how 1 
ſhould be able to bear it; and ſaid to him, 

O, * Lord, who is ſufficient to bear ſuch a 


feht? 


To which he replied, The Foy of the Lord 


| Gall be your flrengtb. And when he had ſaid 
thus, he took hold of me and faid, Fear not, 


for I am ſent to ſhew thee things thou haſt not 


ſeen: And before I was aware, I found myſelf 


far above the earth, which ſeemed to me a 


very ſmall and inconſiderable point, in com- 


pariſon of that Region of Lights into which 
J was tranſlated. 

Then I faid to my bright oonductor, O 
let it not offend my Lord, if I aſk a queſtion 
or two of thee. 

To which he anſwered, Speak on: It is 
my work to inform thee of ſuch things which 
thou ſhalt enquire of me: For I am a Miniſ- 
tring Spirit, ſent forth to miniſter to thee, 
and to thoſe that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 

- T then ſaid, I would fain be informed what · 
that dark ſpot, ſo far below me, is; which 
_ leſs and * as 1 was mounted bn.” 1 

| and 


Vifions of Heaven and Hell. 15 


and higher, and appears much darker ſince I 
* came into this Region of Light. 

That little ſpot, anſwered my Conductor, 
that now looks ſo dark and contemptibie, is 
that world of which you were ſo lately an in- 
habitant : Here you may fee how little all that 
world appears, for a ſmall part af which, ſo 
many do unweariedly labour, and lay out all 
their ſtrength and time to purchaſe it. 'I his 
is that ſpot of Earth that is cantoned and ſub- 
divided into ſo many kingdoms, to purchaſe 
one of which, ſo many horrid and netandous. 
villainies, ſo many bloody and unnatural mur- 
ders have been committed. Yea, this is that 
ſpot of Earth, to obtain one ſmall. part thereof 
ſo many men have run the hazard of loſing, 
nay, have actually loſt, their precious and 


immortal ſouls; ſo precious that the Prince f 


Peace bas told us, That though ane man ccd 
gain the whole, it would not counter uail ſo great 
al:ſs. And the great reaſon of their tolly is, 
becauſe they do not look io things above: 
For, as you well obſerved, as you aſcended 
nearer to this Region, the world. appeared 


ſtill leſs and more contemptible ; and fo it A 
will do to all who can, by Faith, once get 


their hearts above it, Fer could the ſons of 
men below, but ſee the world juſt as it is, 
they would not covet it as they now do: But 
they, alas | are in a ſtate of darkneſs and, 
which, is worſe, they love to walk therein. 
For though the Prince of Light came down 
amongſt them, and plainly ſhewed them the 
. Kye Light oof Life (which by his Miniſters, 
r 111 » 
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- he till continues) yet they go on in darkneſs, 
and will not bring themſelves anto the light, 
becauſe their deeds are evil. 


Epenetus, I aſked him further, What were | 
thoſe multitudes of black and horrid forms, 
that hover in the air above the world? which 
I indeed ſhould have been much afraid of, 


' but that I faw, as you paſſed by, they fled ; 


perhaps as not being able to abide that bright- 


reſs with which you are arrayed. ; 
Ang. To this he anſwered me, They were 


the fallen and apoſtate ſpirits, which for their 


pride and their rebellion, were caſt down from 
Heaven, and wander in the air by the decree 


of the Almighty ; being bound in chains of | 
darkneſs, and kept unto the Judgment of the 
Great Day. And from thence they are per- 
mitted to deſcend into the world, both for 


the trial of the Ele, and for the condem- 
nation of the Wicked. And though you 


now fee they have black and horrid forms, 


yet were they once the Sons of Light, and 4 


were arrayed in Robes of Glorious Bright- «4 
. nels, like what you ſee me wear. The loſs = 
of which, though it was the effect of their 
own wilful fin, fills them with rage and ma- 
tice againſt the Ever-blefled God, whoſe i 


power and majeſty they fear and hate : But | f 


having loſt their Innocence and Glory, they i 
fly thoſe ſpirits that have kept their Station, 
and ſtill continue their Obedience to their 


Great Creator ; in which they are confirmed 
by the Bleſſed Son of God. | 
Epen. But tell me, laid I, O my happy 
Dy 
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Conductor, have they no hopes of being re- 
conciled: to God again, after ſome term of 
time, or- at leaſt ſome of them? _ 5 

Ang. No, not at all, faid he, they are loſt 
for ever: They were the firſt that ſinned, 
and had no tempter; and they were all at 
once caſt down from Heaven. Beſides, the 
Son of God, the bleſſed Meſſiab, by whom 
alone Salvation can be had, took not upon 
him the angelick nature, but left the apoſtate 
angels all to periſh, and only took upon him- 
ſelf the Seed of Abraham. And for this rea- 
ſon they have ſo much malice againſt: the 
ſons of men, whom it is a torment to them 
to ſee made Heirs of Heaven, whilſt they are 
doomed to hell. . 

By this time we were got above the Sun, 
whoſe vaſt and glorious body, above an hun- 
dred times far greater than the earth, moved 


round the great expanſe, wherein it was placed, 


with ſuch a mighty ſwiftneſs, that to relate 
it, would appear incredible. But my Con- 
ductor told ine, this mighty immenſe hang- 
ing globe of fire, was one of the great works 
of God, and of ſo. ſwift a motion, it moved, 
above a. hundred thouſand miles in that ſmall. 
ſpace of time, we. call an hour. And yet it, 
always keeps its conſtant courſe, and never 
has the leaſt irregularity in its djurnal, or its, 
annual motion.: And fo exceeding glorious. 
in its body, that had not my viſive faculty 
been greatly ſtrengthened, I couid not have: 
beheld it: Nor were thoſe mighiy globes of 
fires," we call the fixed Stars, leſs wonderful ;, 
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. whoſe vaſt and extreme height, ten thouſand 
leagues, at leaſt, above the Sun, makes them 
appear like candles in our ſight, though every 
one of them exceeds in magnitude the bod 
of the Earth: And ſhould but one of mofe = 
vaſt bodies fall, it would burn the world to. 
cinders in a moment: And yet they hang 
within the ſpheres without any ſupport, in. 
à pure fea of Ather, ſo thin, and of fo great 


tenuity, that nothing but His Word that firſt 


created them, could keep them in their ſtation. 
| Epen. Thefe wonders are enough, ſaid 1 


to my Conductor, to convince any one of 


the great power of their much more adorable 
Creator, and of the blackneſs of that infide- 
lity, that can call in queſtion the being of a 
Deity, who has given the whole world fo 
many bright evidences of his Power and Glo- 
ry, that were not men like beaſts, ſtill look- 


I . ing downwards, they could not but acknow- 


 ſeflpe his great Power and Wiſdom. = _.. 
Ang. You ſpeak what is true, replied he, 
but you ſhall fee far greater things than theſe : 
Fheſe all are but the ſcaffolds and outworks 
to that Glorious Building wherein the Bleſſed 


. - above inhabit, that Houſe not made with hands, 


' * eternal in the Heavens: A view of which (as 
far as you are capable to comprehend it) 
ſhall now be given you. e 
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THAT T had been told by my Con- 
ductor, I found: good ima few mo- 
ments; for I was preſently tranflated into the 
Glorious Manſions of the bleſſed, and ſaw ſuch 
things it is impoſſible to repreſent, and heard 
that raviſhing melodious harmony that I can. . 
never utter : Well, therefore, might the Be-. 
loved Apoſtle St. John tell us in his epiſtle, 


yet appear what we ſhall be! Whoever has. 
not ſeen that Glory, can fpeak but very im- 
perfectly of it; and they that have, cannot 
tell the thouſandth part of what it is. And 
therefore the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
who tells us he had been caught up into Pa- 
radiſe, where he had heard unſpeakable words, 
which is not poſſible for a man to utter, gives. 
us no other account of it, but that Dye har 
not ſeen, nor ear has heard, nor has it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive the things that 
COD has laid up for thoſe that love him. But 
| Twill give you the beft account I can of bo 
| | | 


Now: are we the Sons of God; and it daes not: : f 
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I faw and heard of the diſcourſes I had with 
fome of the Bleſſed, as near as I can remember. 

When I was firit brought near this Glori. 
ous Palace, I ſaw innumerable hoſts of bright 
attendants; who welcomed me into that Bliſs. MW 
ful Seat of Happineſs, having in all their WM 
countenances an air of perfect joy, and of the 


* higheſt ſatisfaction. And. there I ſaw that M 


Perfect and Unapproachable Light, that aſ- i 
ſimulates all things into its own nature, for 
even the ſouls of the Glorified Saints are 
tranſparent and diaphanous. Neither are they 
enlightened by the ſun, or any created lumi- 


naries; but all that light, that flows with fo 8 


much tranſparent brightneſs, throughout thoſe WM 
Heavenly Manſions, is nothing elſe but Ema- 
nations of the Divine Glory,. in compariſon 
of which, the light of the ſun is. but darkneſs, 


| And all the luſtre of the moſt ſparkling dia- MW 


monds, the fire of carbuncles, ſapphires and 
rubies, and the orient brightneſs of the richeſt 
pearls, are but like dead coals. in. compariſon 
to its Glory: And therefore called The Throne ii 
of the God of Glory, wherein the radiant luſtre 
of the Divine Majeſty. is. revealed in the moſt i 
illuſtrious manner. 2 4 
The ineffable Deity, exalted. on the High 
Throne of his Glory, receiving the Adora- i 
tion of Myriads of Angels and. Saints, fing- Wl 


ing forth. Eternal HalleJujahs and Praiſes to 


him, who was too bright an Object for mortality 


to view. Well may he therefore be called 
De God of Glory, for by his glorious preſeneg 


he makes Heaven what it is, There being 
a _ >”  _ 
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1 ivers of pleaſures perpetually ſpringing from 
the Divine prefence, and conciliating chear- 


i= 
oht ulneſs, joy, and ſplendor, to all the bleſſed 
iſs. WTohabitants of Heaven, the place of his happy 
jeir Whreſidence, and feat of his eternal empire; 
the Wwherein the Divine Majeſty diffuſes the richeſt 
hat Wbcams of his goodneſs and glory, and in 
af. which his choſen faints and fervants ſee and. 


for Wpraile his for ever adorable excellencies. 
are For my own part, my viſive faculty was ſo 
far too weak to bear the leaſt tranſſucid ray 


1e 
5 mot from that everlafting ſpring of Light and 
ſo Glory which fat upon the Throne, that I was 
oſe forced to cry to my conductor, The fight 
1a. of ſo much Glory is too great for frail mor- 
ſon I tality to bear: Yet is it ſo refreſhing and de- 
ess. era, that I would fain behold it, though: 
ia- Ide. 1 | | 
nd Ang. No, no, faid my conductor, Death 


enters not within this Bleſſed Place: Here 


eſt 

on ife and Immortality reſide; nor fin nor ſor- 
one ow here have ought to do: For 'tis the glory 
tre f this happy place to be for ever freed from 
oft ll that is evil; and without that exemption, 


Pur bleſſedneſs even here would be imperfect. 
ut come along with me, and I will. bring 
hee to one that's in the body, as thou art; 
With him converſe awhile, till I deſpatch 
nother miniſtration, and then TN re: conduct 
he back again. 5 + 
Epen. O rather, ſaid I with ſome eagerneſsz. -. 
et me ſtay here: For here is no need of 


pre here ready fitted. 
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duilding tabernacles ; the Heavenly Maofions, : 
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To which my Shining Meſſenger replyedf 4 


Here in a while thou ſhalt be fixed tor ever 
but the Divine Will firſt muſt be obeyed. 
Swift as a thought he preſently conveyed 
me through thouſands of thoſe bright and 
. winged Spirits, and then preſented me to tha | 
IIluſtrious Saint, the great Elijah, who taber 
nacled in the world below fo many hundred 
ages paſt and gone; and yet me thought I 
knew him at firſt ſight as well as if we hi 3 
been contemporaries. 4 
Ang. Here's one (ſaid my een to Elijah 
who by the commiſſion from the Imperial 
Throne, has been permitted to ſurvey thoſi 1 
Realms of Light; and I have brought hiakl 
hither, to learn from thee wherein its glory 
and its happineſs conſiſts. J 
Elijah. That, ſays the prophet, I ſhall glad 
do; Tor® tis our meat and drink in theſe bleſſe4iM 
regions, to do the Will of God and the Lamb 
to ſing his praiſes, and ſerve him with the x 
humbleſt adoration, faying, Bleſſing, al 
Honour, and glory and power, be unto. Him thel A 
- fits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for eve 
And ever: For he has redeemed us to God by 19 
Blood, out of every kindred and tongue, and pl f 
ple, and nation, and made us unto our G 
Kings and Prig/ts : Even ſo, Amen. Andi I 
fikemiſe added my Amen, to that of the Hol 
Prophet. | 
The Prophet then enquired of me, of 
what account this great permiſſion and pri 
ledge was given to me? (by which I underftang 
the Saints in Heaven are ignorant * what 


» "ug q 4 - 
oa . 
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one on earth; how then can Prayers be di- 
Wcted to them?) 

[ then rehearſed what I have here ſet down 
y way of introduction : At which the Holy 
rophet broke forth into this exclamation : 
Elijah. Glory for ever be aſcribed to him that 
s upon the Throne, and to the Lamb, for his 
bounded goodneſs, and great condeſcenſion to 
be weakneſs oY a poor doubting ſinner.— After 
hich he ſaid; Now give attention to what I 
zall ſpeak. And then he thus began: 


. 
yell 
an 

4 
1 
der. 
it 3 
hag 


4 


. 
* 
- 


jah 4 Elijah. What you have ſeen and heard 
era ready, I am ſure you never can relate ſo as 
wo d make it underſtood : For it is beyond what 


hin 


e hath ſeen, or ear hath heard, or what 
lor 


je heart of man is able to conceive; I mean 


x Aays new. 2 
r penet. I then requeſted of the bleſſed pro- 


ſtan et a little to explain himſelf, becauſe Luun- 
dees not how happineſs could be conſum- 
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mate, and yet admit of new additions, For 
in the world below, we generally think that 
what is conſummate, is completely finiſhed. 
IT humbly hope, ſaid I, what I ſhall ſay, may 
not be taken as the effect of a vain curioſity, 
but that my underſtanding may be cultivated, 
which retains but dark ideas of theſe 
heavenly things. X 

Elijab. To ſatisſy your doubting ſoul and 
to confirm your wavering faith, is the chief 
reaſon of your being brought hither, through 
the permiſſion of the great Three-one; and 
therefore I would have you ftill, as any doubt 
. ariſes in your breaſt, to make it known. But 
as to that which you object, that happineſs 
cannot 'be conſummate, and yet admit of 
new additions; I muſt tell you, that when 
the foul and body both are happy, as mine 
now /are, 1 count it a conſummate ſtate of 
 tappineſs.: For through all the innumerable 
ages of eternity, it is the ſoul and body joined 
together in the hieſſed reſurrection- ſtate, that 
ſhall be the continued ſubject of this hap- 
pinefs. But in reſpect of the bleſſed object 
of it, which is the ever-adorable and bleſſed 
God, in whoſe beatifical viſion this happi- 
nefs conliſts, it is for ever new: For the divine 
perfections being infinite, nothing, leſs than 
eternity can be ſufficient to. diſplay their glory, 
« which makes our happineſs eternally admit 
of new additions; and by a neceſſary conſe- 
| quence our knowledge of it ſhall be eternally 

progreſſive too. — „ 
And therefore it was not without: oſs 
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that the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, (who 


mitted hither as you are) affirmed, Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor hath ear heard, nor can it enter 


into the heart of man to e what G 
hath prepared for them that love him. And 


yet the eye hath ſeen many admirable things 
in nature ; it hath ſeen mountains of chryſtal 
and rocks of diamonds, it hath feen mines of 
gold, and coaſts of pearl and ſpicy iſlands; 
and yet the eye, that hath ſeen ſo many won- 
ders in the world below, could never pry 
into the glories of this triumphant ſtate. And 
though the ear of man hath heard many de- 
lightful and harmonious ſounds, even all 25 
art and nature could ſupply him with; 

has he never heard the heavenly melody which 
here both ſaints and angels make before the 


| throne, And as the eye has not ſeen, nor ear 


heard, ſo neither can the heart of man con- 
ceive them, and yet the heart of man (the 


chiefeſt work of the Allwiſe Creator in that 


microcoſm) is of ſo fine and curious a com- 
poſure, that it can almoſt conceive any thing 
that either is, or was, or ever ſhall be in the 
world below ; yea what ſhall never be. Man 
can conceive that every ſtone on earth ſhall be 
turned into the moſt orient pearls, and every 


blade of graſs into the brighteſt and molt 


ſhining jewels : He can conceive, that every 


| particle of duſt ſhall be turned into ſilver, and 
the whole earth into a maſs of pure refined 


* and Ny ſtar 9 into a 


fir He can conceive the air to be turned 
ate 
N 


in the days of his mortality, was once ad- * 
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ſun; and every ſun a thouſand times more 
| large and glorious than 77 he now beholds 
it: and yet this is infinitely ort of what the 
high Eternal Majeſty (who is incomprehen- 
ſible in all his works of wonder) hath here 
prepared for all his faithful followers. 
But that you may retain (added the Prophet) 
the beſt idea of our happineſs, I here will 
briefly repreſent . unto you (for ages ſpent. in 
this delightful theme, would ſcarce ſuffice to 
tell it you at large) what 'tis thoſe dleſſed 
Sauls, who through the glorious purchaſe of 
our bright Redeemer, are brought hither, are 
. here, delivered from: and for your beiter un- 
derſtanding it, I ſhall endeavour to conform 
- my words to your capacity, by the comparing 
things that are here above to what you know 
below, although your eyes have told you how 


* 


infinitely Heavenly Things tranſcend whatever 


ND — 


can be found on earth. And in the ſecond 
pPplwKuace, I ſhall repreſent (as far as your capacity 
will bear it) what is the Happineſs the bleſſed 
bdbere enjoy. | oF ; 
E- Firſt then, The Souls of all the. bleſſed - 
here are freed for ever, from whatſoever it is 


can make them miſerable ; the chief of which, 

you are not ignorant, is Sin: It is only that 

Vvhich brings the creature into miſery, and in- 

"i tails it on him: The bleſſed God, at fiſt, 

We: - made all things happy; all like himſelf, who 

is ſupremely ſa; and had not fin defaced the 

beauty of Heaven's workmanſhip, angels nor 

men had never known what is meant.d) 
.miſery : It was ſin threw the apoſtate 


— 
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gown into Hell, and ſpoiled the beauty of the- 
lower world : It was fin defaced God's Image- 
in man's foul, and made the Lord of the 
Creation a ſlave to his own luſt; and by fo 
doing, plunges himſelf into an ocean of eter- 
nal miſery, from whence there is no redemp- 
tion ; and ſure it is an invaluable mercy, that 
in this happy place all the inhabitants are 
- freed, for ever freed from fin, through the 
Blood of our Redeeming Jesus : To whom 
bhſſmg, Ra power, glory, and eternal 
2 es, be aſcribed for ever, Below, the 8 | 
holieft ouls groan underneath the burthen 
of corruption : Sin cleaves to all they do, and: 
leads them captive oft-times againſt their wills. 
Who ſhall deliver me, has been the cry of many: 


— 


of God's faithful ſervants, who at the ſame- : 4 


time have been dear to Jeſus. Sin is the 
heavy clog of Saints themſelves, while they. 
are embodied in corrupted fleſh ; and ther- 
fore when they lay their bodies down, their 
ſouls are like a bird looſed from its cage, and 


with an Heavenly vigour mount up to this 4 


bleſſed region, triumphing over fin, with 
which below they ſtill maintained a. eombat.- 

But here their warfare is at an-end, and Death 
is ſwallowed up in Victory. Here their bright * 
ſouls, that were below deformed and ſtained 
by fin, are, by the Ever-blefſed. Jeſus, pre- 

ſented to the Eternal F ather,. without ſpot ar 
wrinkle. - 
But Secondly, As hers the Bleſſed ſouls are 
Freed” from fin, fo are they likewiſe: from all 
a ons of & ; which is a great — to 
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our happineſs. Adam himſelf in Paradiſe, tho* 
he was in his firſt creation perfectly innocent, 
and free from fin, yet was he not freed from 
temptations to it, which was his great unhap- 
pinels : Satan got into. Paradiſe to tempt him, 
and he too fatally yielded to his temptations : 
He eat of the forbidden fruit, and fell; and 
by his fall, the human nature, and conſe- 
quently his poſterity, are all corrupted: Sin, 
like a gangreen, having eat into the human 
nature, and eorrupted ail mankind, 

And that corruption, . which every mortal 
barbours in his breaſt, is a moſt dangerous, 
and oft-times prevailing tempter : But here 
each bleſſed foul is likewiſe treed from this. 
No Devil here cin tempt them, nor no cor- 
ruption enter : Nothing but what is pure and 
holy can find admiſſion here: No fly ſug- 
geſtions from that apoſtate Spirit can moleſt 


us here; That Roaring Lion that below is in 


à conſtant motion, ſtill traverſing the earth, 
- and ſeeking whom he may devour, is, with 

- Feſpe& to us in this bleſſed region of life and 
immortality, bound faſt in everlaſting chains, 
and ſhut up ſafe in an infernal priſon, doomed 
to the vengeance of eternal fire. Nor ſhall 
the world (which by the fall of man has loſt 
its beauty, and is degenerated into a ſhop of 
emptineſs and vanity, and does by ts bewitch- 
ing charms and falſe allurements, 'draw thou- 
ſands to perdition) be any moreza tempter to 
_ thoſe bleſſed ſouls, who have through Fah 
and Patience overcome its wiles, and araved-” 


"ſafely here. As ſtrong as its temptatiars aud 
1 : 5 
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aſlurements are to ſaints themſelves, who are 
ſtill militating with it in the world below, we 
that are here poſſeſſed of Heavenly Manſions, 
look with contempt on all terrene enjoyments : 
We here are got above the world, and all that 
it can tempt us with; and through the blood 


of our triumphing Jeſus, have got the victory 


over it, as theſe bright palms we bear do evi- 


dence. There is nothing here that can diſ- 
turb our peace, but an eternal calm crowns 
all our happineſs, being freed from fin, and 
all temptations to it. And as a conſequent 
hereof, | 

Thirdly, We here are freed from the ef- 
fets of fin, and that is Puniſhment ; which 
thoſe that are confined to the dark regions of 
eternal miſery are ever groaning under; as that 
which they cannot bear, and yet as that which 
they muſt ever ſuffer. It was ſin that uſhered 
Death into the world below, and by Heaven's 


high decree, is the juſt wages of it, as every 


mortal finds: But through the conqueſt of 


— 
* 


* 
_ 


the Prince of Life, the Lamb of God, ſlain 
from the world's foundation, who by his 
dying overcame both Death, and him that 
had the power thereof, 'the Devil, triumph 
ing over Sin, Death, and Hell; fin, death, 
and hel] are baniſhed hence for ever : For 


which eternal ſongs of praiſe and triumph are 


ever rendered to his. holy name. 
Fheſe are the things (continued the great 


Prophet) we are in this bleſſed ſtate delivered 


from; and yet theſe make up but the leaſt 
toi the Happineſs of Heaven: Our joys 
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| bleſſed ſpring and eternal ſource 
_ happineſs: But what this is I can no more 


$4 * 1411 


are poſitive, as well as privative nd, * 
thoſe are, I now proceed to ſhew 110 
1. We here enjoy the Beatrfick Her the 
all our 


declare, than finite creatures comprehend, in- 
-finity ; only we find that it continually irradi- 
ates our underſtandings, and fills our ſouls 


with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; and 
with a love ſo flaming, that nothing but the bleſ- 


ed Author of it can ſatisfy; nor not Eternity 


itſelf can terminate: It is the reflecting bright- 


neſs ot the Divine Preſence, and tranſcend- 
ently glorious emanations of his goodneſs, 


that is the life of our lives, the ſoul of our 


ſouls, and the heaven of heavens; and that 
which makes us live, and love, and ſing, and 
praiſe for ever, and which transforms our 
ſouls into his bleſſed likeneſs. The faints 
below, whilſt they are travelling towards this 


bleſſed country, are in their pilgrimage ſup- 
ported by his everlaſting arms, by which they 


are enabled to go from grace to grace: But we 
that are fafe landed on the haven of Eternal 
Happineſs, are changed from Glory anto Glory, 
eden by the Spirit of the Lord. But to bring 


things nearer to your underſtanding, by this 


beholding of God's Face, we have a real par- 
ticipation and enjoy ment of his love, and his 
bleſſed ſmiles make glad bur ſouls, and in his 
favour we rejbice continually ; for in his favohr. 
it l. Ard then by this bſeſſed Vikien-of 
God, we come to know him above whatexer 
any did below ; ; for it is a fight of hum that 
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itradiates our underſtandings, and gives us the 


Jight of the knowleage of the glory 4 Cod in the - 


ace. of Jeſus Ghrift : So that though it be 
Fin 0 Pat lt the Divine Majeſty 
(for who can find aut the Almighty to perfedlion ) 
yet, we have here a perfect apprehenſion of his 
nature and divine attributes. 
II. We have here not only the Beatifick 


Vin, whereby we ſee God as he is; but we 


have a real enjoyment and fruition of him; 


and thereby conie to be united to him, and to 
live in him, and he in us; whereby we come 
to be partakers of the Divine Nature, which 


ſhines forth in us with a reſplendent bright- I 


neſs. In the world below, the faints do in- 
deed enjoy God in his ordinances ;; but here 
we all enjoy him face to face: Below, the 
faints enjoy God in meaſure, but here we en- 
joy him without meaſure : There they have 
ſome ſips of his goodneſs, but here we have 
large draughts thereof, and ſwim in the 


boundleſs ocean of happineſs: Below, the 


faints communion with God is many times 
broken off, and diſcontinued ; but here we 


have an uninterrupted enjoyment of God, 


without intermiſſion or ceſſation. | 
III. Here we enjoy the perfection of all 
grace: In the world below, the faints ſee but 
In part, and know but in part; but here, that 
which is perfect being enjoyed, that Which js 
-imperfet is done away: Below, love is mixed 
with fear, and fear hath torment; but here, 


love js perfect, and perſect love caſleib out faar- 
Here we love the bleſſed God more than out- 
45 : ' | 1 | | ſelyes, 
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ſelves, and one another like ourſelves : We here 
are all the children of one Father, and all our 
"brethren are alike dear unto us: Below our love 
was ſtill divided, and run in ſeveral channels; 
but here our love has but one ſtream, and cen- 
tres in the ever-blefſed God, the fountain of 
our happineſs. Our knowledge likewiſe in the 
world below was very imperfect, ſeeing but 
darkly, as through a broken mirror ; but here 
we ſee God as he is, and fo come to know him 
as we are known. Our joy is likewiſe here in 
its perfection; in the world below it was in- 
terrupted by ſorrow and fighing, and it was 
neceſſarily ſo, for where there is fin, there 
will be ſorrow : But here all fin (the cauſe of 
ſorrow) being done away, all forrow (the 
effect ot fin) ſhall likewiſe ceafe : Nay our 
very ſorrow for ſin, when upon earth, does 
through the bounty of our bleſſed Redeemer) 
give an acceſſion to our joy, now we are here. 
IV. Here we have our capacities enlarged, 
according to the greatneſs of the objects we 
have to contemplate ; whilſt. we were in the 
world below, no light could ſhine into our 
minds, but through the windows of our ſenſes, 
and therefore it was the bleſſed God was 
. _ pleaſed to condeſcend to our capacities, and to 
Adapt the expreſſions of his Majeſty to the nar- 
rowneſs of our imaginations : But here, the 
Revelation of the Deity is much more glori- 
ous, and our minds are clarified from all 
thoſe earthly images that flow through the 
groſs channels of the ſenſes. Below, our 


- pureſt conceptions of God were very "one 
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fect ; but here the gold is ſeparated from the 


droſs, and our conceptions are more proper 
and becoming the ſimplicity and purity of 
God. Below, the objects of glory were hum- 
bled to the perceptions of ſenſe; but here the 
ſenſible faculties are raiſed and refined, and 
made the ſubjects of glory. Now therefore, 
that the Divine Light ſhines with direct 
beams, and the thick curtains of flcſh are ſpi- 
ritualized and tranſparent, the ſoul enjoys the 
cleareſt Viſions of God. We now ſee what 
we before believed of the glotious nature of 
the ever-bleſſed God, his decrees and coun- 
ſels, his providence and diſpenſations. We 
here clearly ſee, that from Eternity, God 
was ſole exiſting, but not ſolitary ; and that 
the Godhead is neither confuſed in unity, nor 
divided in number ; that there is a priority of 
order, but no ſuperiority among the ſacred per- 
ſons of the ineffable Trinity, but that they are 
equally poſſeſſed of the ſame Divine Excel- 
lencies, and the ſame Divine Empire, and are 
equally the obiect of the ſame Divine Adora- 
tion, "Thoſe Ways of God, that ſeemed below 
unſearchable, and that we thought unlawful to 
enquire into, we here perceive to be the product 
of Divine wiſdom, with ſo much perſpicuityand 
clearneſs, that truth itſelf is not more evident. 

Theſe things (added the Prophet in a diſfer- 


ent tone) are {ome of thoſe that conſtitute our 


happineſs. | "+ aac Þ.x 4 
Yer all theſe things are only what xelate 


unto our ſouls : But ſtill the happineſs of the 
inhabitants of this bleſſed region is not com- 


pleat, 
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pleat, until their bodies are raiſed and re- 
united to their ſouls; in which, through the 
Divine munificence, myſelf and the bleſſed 
Enoch, do enjoy a more peculiar preference, 
being "tranſlated hither in the body, as types 
both to the Anti and Peſ-Diluvian world, of 
the reſurre&ion of the ever-adorable Son of 


God, and of all the faints through him. 


Now becauſe' none but the great Meſſiah has 
been actually raiſed from the dead, he being 
the firſt fruits thereof, (for as for Enoch and 
myſelf,, our bodies have not known death, 

though they have received a change equivalent 
thereto) it is therefore more difficult to de- 
; Clare what the Reſurrection State ſhall be, it 


deing to be diſcerned in its perfection, only 


from his Glorious Body, to which neither 
that of Enoch: nor mine are comparable, in 
reſpect of the glory thereof, though both are 
Spiritual Bodies; of which ! will now ſhew 
vou the diſtinct properties. 

I. The Bodies of the. Bleſſed TR at the 
 Reſurredtion, ſhall be (as mine is now) Spi- 
Titual' Boahes ; and by your not only 2 4 
but touching me, (at which word the holy 
Prophet was pleaſed to give me his hand) you 

be the better able to know what J 3. 
by Spiritual Body: That is, a body rarified 
from if groſs allays of corruption, and made 
aà pure and a refined body, and yet a ſub- 
ſtantial one; not compoſed of wind and air, as 
mortals below are apt too groisly to imagine, 

Epenet. Here I intreated the Holy Prophet 
"to bear with me, if I Es him, that I 
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always underſtood ſpiritual as oppoſed to ma- 
terial, and conſequently that a ſpiritual body 
.muſt be immaterial, and fo not capable of 
. being felt, as I found he was. 


Elijah. To this the Prophet replied, That 


their bodies were ſpiritual, not only as they 


were purify*d from all corruption, but as th 


were ſuſtain'd 'by the enjoyment of God, 
without any material refreſhments, as meat, 
drink, . ſleep, and rayment, which were the 
. ſupport of our bodies below. Have you not 
read (ſaid the Prophet) that the bleſſed Jeſus, 
after his reſurrection, appeared in his body to 
his diſciples, when they were met together in 
.a chamber, and the doors ſhut about them ; | 
which plainly evidences the tenuity thereof; 
.and yet he called to St. Thomas to come and 


reach his hand and thruft it into his fide, which 


ſhews it as plainly to be ſubſtantial, The 
_Beatifick Vifion is here what both our ſouls 
and bodies live upon and are ſupported by for 
ever. 


II. Our bodies in the reſurrection ſhall be 


immortal, and uncapable of dying: Below 


their bodies are all mortal, dying and periſh- 
ing, and ſubject to be. crumbled into duſt 
every moment.: But here our bodies will be- 
incorruptible, and. freed from death for ever, 
for our corruption here ſhall put on incorruption, 


and our mortality be fwallow'd up of life. 


Epen. Here I deſired the Prophet to bear 


with me a little, whilſt I gave him an account 


of my own notions in this matter, 


= -P 


. - Elyah. Say on, for I am ready to reſolve 
pour doubt. "3 Epen. 
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Aden. I have learnt, aid I, in the holy 
ſcriptures, that immortality is an attribute 
that belongs to God 274 and not to men, 
eſpecially to the bodies of men, which eve 


day's experience tells us are mortal. There- 


fore St. Paul tells Timothy, that God onLY 


Elijah. When I ſay the bodies of the bleſ- 
ſed here are immortal, I intend it of bodies in 


their raiſed ſtate, that then they are fubject 


unto death no more: Man iu his corruptible 
ſlate is mortal, and ſubje& unto Death: And 


there is nothing more evident to all that dwell 
in the world below, and even the bodies of all 

_ thoſe glorified fouls that are here, are at this 
time kept un er the power of death. But at 
the reſurrection- ſtate, when they ſhall be 
raiſed up again, they ſhall then be immortal. 
-And as to what you urge from the ſcripture, 


that the bleſſed God has onLy immortality, 


it is very true; he is moſt eminently and 
eſſentially fo; whereas there is no creature, 
either Angel or Man, that can in that ſtrict 


ſenſe be ſaid to be ſo. We are immortal, 
through his grace and favour, but God is im- 
mortal in his eſſence, and has been ſo from all 
eternity, and in that ſenſe may well be ſaid 


. _ONLY to have immortality, And therefore it 


will not be amiſs for you to obſerve, That 
whatever the bleſſed God is, he is eminently 
and eſſentially ſo ; in which reſpect, tis like- 
wiſe. ſaid of him, That He only is holy; and 
there is none good but God, none righteous, nor 
none metcitul but he: To whom be _ 
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fing and glory, and honour, and praiſe, for 

ever and for evermore, _ | 
. Epen. Tthave one thing more to be ſatisfied. 
in, and that is, that ſeeing there is only your- 
ſelf and the Prophet Enoch that are permitted 
in the body to be here, Which you are pleaſed 
to ſay have ſuffered a change equivalent to 
death, but died not; what aſſurance have you 
that the bodies of the bleſſed that are now - 
under the power of death ſhall be raiſed again? 
For I ſee they are gloriouſly bleſſed and hap- _ 
py without their bodies, and ſeem not to 

have any occaſion for them, they have been 
long ſince periſhed and rotted in their graves : 
The greateſt thing that I think can be ſaid for 
it, is, that the ever bleſſed Jeſus, the ſpotleſs 
Lamb of God, who was truly and really dead, 
is now alive, and lives for euer. 

Elijah. To this the prophet, interrupting 
me replied, what greater proof can you de- 
ſire than this? | 
Epen. What I have to ſay to that, is, that 
the body of the bleſſed Jeſus never ſaw cor- 
Tuption ; and that there is no inſtance of any 
body that ever ſaw corruption, that was yet 
raiſed to life and immortality. 8 

Elijab. To this the prophet again anſwered, 
that tho? it was true, there had been no ſuch 
inſtance, yet was the reſurrection of the body as 
ſure as the preſent glorification of the foul ; for 
as the blefſed ſeſus died as a publick perſon, 
ſo:did he alſo riſe again; and therefore is ſaid 
to be the fir/? 3 from the dead: He is the 
head of the church, and cannot be compleat 
et; | without 
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his body, wt in their order ſhall be raiſed 
up to be with him for ever. The body ſhall 
be awaked out of its dead ſleep, and as I was 
ſaying, quickened into a glorious immortal 
Life: The body is an eſſential part of man, 
as well as the ſoul : And though the inequa- 
lity be great in their holy operations, ” ta their 
. concurrence is neceſſary. Good actions in 
the world below, were indeed deſigned by the 
counſel and reſolution of the ſou}, but per- 
„formed by the miniſtry of the body: And 

every grace expreſſes itſelf in viſible actions 
thereby. In the ſorrows of repentance, tears 

were ſupplied by the bodily eyes; and in 
thankſgivings, the tongue was uſed to break 
forth in the praiſes of God: And all the vic- 
tories over pleaſure and pain below, were ob- 
tained by the ſou] in conjunction with the 
body. And can you think {ard the Prophet ) 
that the Divine Goodneſs will deal fo dif- 
ferently with them, that the ſoul ſhould be 
everlaſtingly happy, and the body be loſt in 
forgetfulnels? The one glorified in heaven, 
the other remain in the duſt? From the firſt 
ſetting out in the world below to the grave, 
they both ran the ſame race, and therefore ſhall 
enjoy the fame reward. When the Crown 
of Righteouſneſs and Glory ſhall be given to 
the Bleſſed at the Great Day in the view of 
all, both ſoul and body ſhall partake of the 
Honour thereof, And this (added the 3 
is, I believe, enough to ſatisfy your doubt, as 
to the reſurrection of the body. 

Epen. To which I replied, That I had no- 


thing 


he _ 4 
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thing further to object in that particular.— 
And then deſired him to go on in deſeribing 
E Glory of the body in the Reſurrection- 

ate. 

on which the Prephet thus proceeded: 

Elijah. J have already told you, That the 
bodies of the Bleſſed ſhall be immortal; but 
cannot for all that be ſo immortal as God is, 
who is ſo eminently and efientially fo, that, 
as you well obſerved, he is ſaid ONLY to have 
Immortality ; nor yet are they immortal in the, 
fame ſenſe as are the bleſſed Angels, Who, 
being immaterial ſubſtances, are ſo created; 
whereas man was created mortal, and has his 
immortality through the purchaſe of the Bleſ- 
ſed Jesus, and renovation of the Divine Im- 
age, Nor is the immortality thus purchaſed 
for us, like that of the apoſtate fpirits, who 
are immortal too; but it is with ſuch an im- 
mortality as brings along with ita greater weight 
of miſery. Their immortality is fuch a curſe 
as makes them wiſh a thouſand thouſand times 
that they might bg annihilated : But that 
Bleſſed Iiymortality which we enjoy, is that 
which is the Happineſs of Heaven, and there- 
fore rightly ſtiled, a Glorious Immortality, and 
gives us an aſſurance, that the Happineſs we 
now enjoy, we ſhall enjoy for ever. 
III. Another 2 the bodies of .the 
Blefled here enjoy, is, That they are Impaſſible, 
and ſo are made incapable of ſufferings : Be- 


low, the Saints themſelves have oftentimes 2 
their bodies made ſo many ſhops of miſery z - -- 
or like an hoſpital, full of diſeaſes, which are 
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the common harbingers of death; or when 
they are not fo, are. ſomething worſe than it; 
the pains and infirmities of their bodies being 
tuch, as oftentimes make death much more 
deſirable than ſuch a life. How many times 
are even good men racked with the gout, or 
fortured by the ſtone, with moſt exquiſite 
and excruciating pains ? So that though they 
abound in the fulneſs of all thoſe things that 


mortals count the bleſſings of the life below, 


yet are they thereby all imbittered to them by 


thoſe tormenting pains which have ſeized upon 


their bodies. And where this is not, but men 
have healthy, ſtrong and vigorous bodies, 
they often meet with other ſufferings, and 
are expoſed to hunger, thirſt, cold and naked- 
neſs; which render their lives very much 
uncomfortable: There many times, they are 
ſhut up in priſons, immured between ftone 
walls, and are as it were buried while they 
are alive, and are as men. forgotten in the 
world. All which conſidered, muſt needs 
render their. bodies miſerable while below. 

But in this Happy Region no ſuch evils can 
attack them; here their condition is extremely 
different; no curſe can enter here; and fach 
are all thoſe things I have related, as being 
only the effects of ſin. My body is inca- 


pable of ſuffering any evil, either of fin or 


forrow ; but on the contrary, through the 
Grace of the Bleſſed Son of God is now be- 
come a receptacle both- of Light and Glory, 
and fo ſhall all the bodies of the Saints be like- 
wiſe in'their reſurretian-ſtate., Which leads 
| | me 
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me to declare the fourth endowment, with 
which our bodies ſhall be ever blefled. 
IV. Another happineſs our bodies ſhall 
enjoy in the bleſſed Reſurrection. ſtate, is, 
that they ſhall be zruly beautiful. And this is 
none of our leaſt privileges; for below, our 
bodies are but vile bodies, tending to corrup- 
tion in the grave, worms gnaw and feed upon 
their fleſh, and thence proceeds a loathſome 
favour; at the beſt they are but houſes of 
clay, and their foundation is in the duſt, but 
here it ſhall be otherwiſe ; for the bodies of 
the Saints ſhall be freed trom thoſe innocent 
infirmities that were inſeparable from Adam in 
Paradiſe, whoſe ſoul united to the body was 
the fountain of the natural ſenſitive life, which 
being in a perpetual flux, there was a neceſſity 
of continual repairs to preſerve his life in 
vigour :- Whereas in this blefled ſtate, the 
body ſhall be ſpiritual in its qualities, and the 
principle of its life ſupported by the ſuper- 
natural power of the ſpirit, - without outward” 
nouriſhment; and not only ſo, but a ſub- 
ſtantial and unfading glory ſhalt ſhine in 
them, infinitely above the periſhing pride of 
this world, and the glory of the fleſh, and be 
made like unto the glorious Body of Chriſt, - 
who will change our vile bodies, that they 
may be faſhioned like his glorious body; and 
this he will do, according to the working of 
that mighty power, whereby he is able to 
ſubdue all things to himſelf: This tran- 
ſcendent beauty, which he will put or the- 
body, ſhall be the work of his own hands; 
+» xa D 3 and - 


1432 Tur World To Come + Or, 


- 


and where omnipotence interpoſes, nothing 
is difficult. For the beautifying of a raiſed 
body, and putting it into an immortal ſtate 
of glory, is as eaſy to the Divine Power, as 
the firſt framing it in the womb.  _. 
V. Another part of our happineſs is, that 
our bodies ſhall be agile bodies, and move with 
an inconceivable ſwiftneſs x our bodies, while 
below, are lumpiſh and heavy, and are as 
clogs to the ſoul ; but in the raiſed ſtate it ſhall 
be otherways: Our bodies ſhall be like tbe 
chariots of Aminadab, and move far ſwifter 
than the winged fowls in the aerial heavens. 
VI. Another thing in which our happineſs 
will very much conſiſt, is, that our bodies then 
(as mine is now) Hall be gll pure; and this 
is an exceeding privilege; for though they 
ſhould have all the other forementioned quali- 
ties, and be immortal, ſpiritual, impaſſible, 
beautiful and ſwift, yet if they ſtill were fin- 
ful it would blemiſh all the reſt, and would 
even ſpoil the happineſs we here enjoy 
Heaven, if ſin could enter here. But it is far 
otherwiſe; our glory is, that here our very 
bodies ſhall be pure, and have no ſpot of ſin 
at all upon them. Below, indeed the bodies 
of the ſaints are clogged with fin and fet- 
tered with temptations, which makes them 
to cry out, O wretched man / who ſhall deliver 
me from this body of death? But here they ſhall 
enjoy that bleſſed redemption of their bodies, 
which they wait for there. | 
VII. And to conclude, the bodies of the 
faints, ſhall, in their reſurrection- ſtate, be glo- 
| _—_— 
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7:0us bodies; ſo glorious, that they ſhall have 
a near reſemblance to the glorious body of 
our bleſſed Redeemer. And this the divine 
oracles inform us, as alſo how it ſhall be ® 
wrought : The glorious Lamb of God, the 
blefled. Jeſus, he it is hall change our vile and 
corruptible bodies, and make them” like ta his 
own glorious body; it is by his power that 
the faints bodies, that by their being turned 
into corruption, are ſown in ſuch diſbonour, 
[hall be raiſed in glory; and in that bleſſed re- 
ſurrection ſtate, - Mall ſhine more bright than the 
fun in this triumphant kingdom their father. 

And thus, my ſon, ſaid the great prophet to 
me, have I informed thee briefly, wherein 
the glory and the happineſs of this bleſſed 
ſtate, we here enjoy, conſiſts. Not that 
herein I have ſaid the thouſandth part of that 
which might be further till related; nor 
could you underſtand it, if I ſhould.. For 
there are ſome things here that we enjoy, like 
the white fone, and the new name, which no 
one knows, but he that does receive it. 

Epen. The holy prophet having made an 
end, I humbly thanked him for the informa- 
tion he had given me: And told him, that 
though I was incapable (cloathed as I was, 
with ſuch a lump of unrefined fleſh) to un- 
derſtand all I had heard, or utter what I 
ſaw, yet I had ſeen and heard enough for 
ever to convince me both of the excellency 
and reality of heavenly things: Which in 
the world below, ſo many queſtion, and fo 
few believe. But let it not offend my wy” 
MTS 2 aid . 
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12 reſolved in ſome few things. 

Elijab. . "od I will * to give 
you ſatisfaction. 

Epen. The firſt thing, ſaid I, I would 
humbly aſk, is how the bleſſed here, which 
are but creatures, tho' thus glorified, and 
therefore finite ſtill, can have ſo perfect an idea 


of the incomprehenſible and infinite Three- 
One, to know him / as we our ſelves are 


| #nown, as you before affirmed, or elſe it was 


my weakneſs, to miſunderſtand you ſo ? 


Elijah. In ſaying ſo I did affirm no more 


than what the ſacred oracles contain: For 
the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking in the 
days of his fleſh to them that then inhabited 


the world below, told. them, they then jaw 
through a glaſs but darkly ; but that in thoſe 


bright regions they ſhould ſee him face to face; 

that then himſelf knew but in — but that 
when he was once got hither, he ſhould know 
him even as he was known. But, my ſon, faid 
the prophet, theſe words are not to be under- 
ſtood according to the exactneſs of the expreſ- 


fion ; for the ſun that lights the lower world, 


may as well be included in a ſmall ſpark of 
es as the incomprehenſible and infinite God 
may be comprehended by our finite fa- 
culties: For beyond the fulleſt diſcoveries we 

| can poſſibly make of the deity, there remains 
ſtill an intire infinity of perfe ions, the know - 
ledge whereof is altogether unattainable by the 
molt intelligent of all thoſe glorious ſpirits, 
that are the bright and the continual Cnr 
ants 


ages of eternity. 
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dants of the throne, and therefore that expreſ- 
ſion, As we are known, which gave you fo 
juſt an occaſion to enquire into the ſenſe of 
it, is to be taken as a note of /m:/itude, and 
not of equality : The dim light of a candle as 
truly ſhines as the bright Juminary of the day ; 
but not with the fame extent and ſplendor. 
And therefore the ſum of what I can ſay to 
this point, is, that we have here as perfect 
knowledge of the Bleſſed God, as created be- 
ings are capable of receiving, or our own 
hearts of deſiring. 1 | 
Epen. I then returned my humble thanks 
to the great Prophet, and aſſured him, his 


anſwer had intirely ſatisfied me, and that 1 


found it was only the deficiency of my own 
underſtanding that had given him that trou- 
ble. | 
Elijah. Still you miſtake the ſtate that I 
am in, replied the Prophet, for there is no ſuch 


thing as trouble here, nor can there be: For 


the diffuſing of the knowledge of the Ever- 
bleſſed God, and ſetting forth his bright E- 
ternal Excellencies, and the diſplaying of his 
Glory, is that which gives the Bleſſed here 
the greateſt ſatisfaction and delight; and which 
will ever-do fo, throughout the numerous 
Epen. Then, with an air of greater confi- 
dence, I told the Holy Prophet, J had ano- 
ther queſtion yet to aſk him. 
Elijab. Say on, and I will anſwer you. 
Epen. I ſaw among the many bleſſed ſouls. 
I paſſed by, as my bright Meſſenger conveyed. 
| me. 
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me to you, ſome that appeared to me to ſhine 
with greater brightneſs than the other, which 
gave me a defire to be informed whether or 
no there be not among the Bleſſed different 
degrees of Glory, _ 

Elijab. The happineſs and glory which al 
the Blefled here enjoy, is the reſult of their 
communion with, and love 175 the 'Ever- 
bleſſed God, whoſe Beatifical Viſion here, as | 
have faid before, is 'the — Spring from 
whence it flows: The more we ſee, the more 
we love; and love aſſimilates our fouls into the 
nature of the Bleſſed object of it; and thence 
reſults our glory. This needs muſt there- 
fore make a difference in the degrees thereof: 
Not as though there were any want of love 
to God, in any of the Bleſſed here, for that 
is impoſſible : There is not one ſoul among 
the numerous inhabitants of this bright Re- 
gion, but what adores and loves the Ever- 
bleſſed God with all his utmoſt powers and fa- 
culties. But then it follows, that as thoſe 
powers and faculties are different, their love 
muſt be ſo too, and ſo their glory. Nor is 
there any murmuring or repining in one, to 
ſee another's glory much greater than his own; 
but God is thereby magnified the more, as 


the eternal ſource of all their happineſs, Nor 


can there be room for a thought to think 
it otherwiſe: Who can complain, when all 
the ſaculties of each bleſfed foul is ſo reple- 
niſhed with the bright emanations of the 
\ deity, that it can hold no more? The ever- 
bleſſed God i is an unbounded ocean of wy 
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and life, and joy and happineſs, ſtill filling 
every veſſel that is put therein, till it can 
hold no more; and though the veſſels are of 
ſeveral ſizes, whilſt each are filled, there's 


none that can complain. Befides, each bleſ- 
ſed ſoul is here wrought up, not only to an 


acquieſcence, but even to ſuch a ſatisfaction 


and complacency in the divine good pleaſure, 
that all their happineſs conſiſts therein. Thus 
though the ſtars below are each one glorious, 
yet ſince they are of different magnitudes, 
one flar exceeds another ſiar in glory; and lo, 
as the divine oracles inform you, it ſhall be 
in the reſurrection- ſtate. My anſwer there- 
fore to your queſtion, is, that thoſe who 
have the moſt enlarged faculties, do love God 
moſt, and are thereby aſſimulated moſt into his 
likeneſs, 'which is the higheſt glory Heaven 
can give, Nor let this ſeem ſtrange tq you, 
for even amongſt God's flaming miniſters, 
the bleſſed angels, there are diverſities of or- 
ders, and different degrees of glory, And 
theſe perhaps were ſome of thoſe you faw, + 
as you paſſer! hither, ; 

Whilſt I was thus diſcourfing with the holy 
Prophet, and with delight heard the ſolution 
of thoſe doubts that I d-fired to be reſolved 
ia, a ſhining form approached me, ſaying, 
How ! Epenetus here. | 

I was ſurprized to hear my name thus 
mentioned, and turning ſuddenly about ] ſoon 
perceived it was the noble Junius, my late 
deceaſed friend; who thus accoſted me. 

Jun, Dear Epenetus, I am glad to ſee you 

in 
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in theſe Bleſſed Regions; but am ſurpriſed to 
| ſee you here not yet diveſted of mortality: 
Inſtruct me, friend, by what means you came 
hither, and alſo how it was you obtained this 
privilege ; for the unuſualneſs of ſuch a thing 
is that which makes me ſo inquiſitive. 
Apen. I was ſo over-joyed to ſee one of my 
old acquaintance: and one with whom I had 
been fo familier in the world, that I aſſayed 
to embrace him in my arms; which he re- 
- fuſed, telling me mildly, He had ſome time 
ago laid down his body, which he had left be- 
low, reſting in hope uatil the reſurrection ; and 
that, though he was ſtill indeed a ſubſtance, 
yet it was an immaterial one, not to be 
touched by mortals. 
But how came you (ſaid he again, more 


'** earneſtly) to be brought hither in your mor- 


tal and unchanged body. 
Eden. I then related to him what I before 
had ſpoken to Elijab, and told at large in the 
prefixed introduction to this Viſion, of my 
temptation and deliverance. _ 9 
Fun. Well, Apenetus, ſaid the Noble Ju- 
mus, I ſee then there was need enough of ſuch 
a lecture as I gave order to be ſet on foot in 
the poor world below, after my death, to 
evidence the being of the Deity, againſt a 
ſort of men, far worſe than thoſe in hell, 
who both believe the being of a God, and 
tremble at his juſtice. But you, my friend, 
continued be, that had ſo long made a profeſſion 
of his Truth, and had ſuch great experi- 
. ence of his Goodneſs, that you ſhould w_ 
| | i a 
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all be brought to queſtion his being and ex- 
iſtence, was, indeed, ſumething more than 
ordinary; and what I hardly could have ever 
thought; and gives me freſh occaſions to 


| adore the Ever-blefled God, who through his 


abundant Goodneſs has now delivered me 
from all thoſe ſnares the enemy of ſouls was 
laying for me; and thus preſerved me to his, 


Heavenly Kingdom: Bleſſed for ever be his 


oy name, Na 
he bleſſed Elyah having heard what my 
friend Junius ſaid, told me, he now would 
leave me to my friend: and ere I was aware 
the Prophet winged away. Who having left 
us, I addreſſed myſelf thus to my noble friend: 

Epen. 1 could not doubt, faid I, my deareſt 
ee that thou wert one of the Bleſſed 
nhabitants of this happy region; for ſuch a 
bright and flaming zeal as that which in the 
world made thee ſo eminent, muſt, needs 
meet-with a ſuitable reward. | 
Jun. O Epenetus, anſwered he, wert thou 
but once diveſted of mortality, thou wouldeſt 
have other thoughts than what thou haſt: 
Thou wouldeſt then fee how infinitely ſhort 
they fall of meriting the leaſt reward; that 
in the world below have done their utmoſt ; 
and that it is only Grace, free and-unmerited, 
that brings the foul to glory. For Heaven, is 
purchaſed at no other price, than that of the 
Reedeemer's Precious Blood : Whoſe Dying 
Love, and whoſe Redeeming Mercy, is ſo 
unipeakably, ſo vaſtly great, eternity will 


Eher 
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pen. Well, ſaid I, worthy _- 
Fun. Call me not worthy (ſaid he, inter- 
rupting me) for none, are worthy here, but 
He that ſits upon the Throne, and the Bleſ- 
ſed Lamb of God: And to aſeribe all glory 
unto him, is here a great part of our happi- 
neſs; for there are Myriads of Saints and 
Angels round the Throne, continually cry- 
ing with a loud, but yet melodious voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive 
Pawer, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. No, no, 
(continued he) my Epenetus, Here is no a- 
ſcribing any thing to creatures: Here they 
that wear the brighteſt Crowns, caſt them 
before the Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, 
0 Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and 
. 7 i 
 Epen. Dear Junius, bear with me, faid I, 
a little, becauſe I am ſtill clogged with morta- 
lity : O, that I were but once diveſted of it 
That I, with thee, might ſee, the Great Three 


One; and ſeeing, be transformed into his like- 


neſs; which (as I have heard the Bleſſed 
Elijab tell) is the Completion of all Happineſs. 
Jun. My dear Epenetus, replied Junius, 
with an air compoſed of Love, and Sweet- 
neſs, the Beatifick Viſion is that which does 
indeed complete our Happineſs, and fills our 
. fouls With Love and Joy that is inexpreſlible ; 
and which is only known by them that feel 
it, But you muſt know, my Epenetus, the 
ſtrongeſt and the moſt enlarged faculties of 
all the bright intelligences here, can ä 
| ttle 
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little of thoſe radiant Effluxes of Divine Glo- 
ry, they are ſo overcoming: For there is no 
compariſon. between the moſt capacious of 
created beings, and the Ineffable Glory of the 
Great Creator. 2 

Epen. O Noble Junius, I replied, I readily 
believe what you have ſaid: But yet methinks - 
I am willing to know all I can never know. 
enough of. And ſince. I know there is no- 
thing more delightful than to be always exer- 
ciſed in the diſplaying of the Glory of the 
Great Author of your Happineſs, deny not, 
| deareſt Junius, to your friend (for ſuch you 
know Jever was and am) the ſatisfaction of 
hearing from your lips, the mighty wonders. 
of Divineſt Love ; that I may join with you 
to fing his Praiſe : Diſplay thoſe Myſteries of 
his Providence, which to the world below are 
all ænigmas, but to your now enlarged under- 

ſtanding, are ſeen in their true light. 
Jun. The Praifes of the Divine Majeſty, 
O my dear Epenetus, will be the mighty ſub- 
ject of our ſong through all the ages of eter- 
nity ; in which both Saints and Angels join 
together, and make up one great chorus. 
And therefore that which you have aſked of 
me, I will gladly undertake. T hat you may 
ſee, by that which he has done, that he alone 
is worthy of your Love, and of thoſe Praiſes 
we aſcribe unto him. For the moſt ardent 
love of all the Bleſſed Saints and Angels here, 
is nothing elſe but the Reflection of his Love 
to us: For he that lay in Love's own Boſom, 
tells us, Ve love _ becauſe he fit loved 
| E 2 ts. 
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"vs. Since, therefore, my dear Evenctus,' the 
Love of God to us in the foundation of our 
Love to him, let me preſent you firſt with an 
idea of his Love to us, aud the advantages 
that e receive thereby, which are ſo very 
many, they are paſt reckoning up, the mighty 
ſum exceeding all arithmetick can count. — 
But that I may, as you were intimating, ſet 
things in a true light, I will firſt ſhew you 
how much we owe to his . Love and Good- 
neſs, for all his free and undeſerved Favours 
vouchſafed to us in the world below. —And 
therefore to begin, 

Firſt, In the world below, we owed unto 
nis Goodneſs no Jeſs than all the goods we 


| were poſſeſſed of : All that we were, and all 


that we enjoyed, was wholly owing to him. 
For it was he that made us, and not we our- 
. felves : And we were in his hands ſo like the 

clay that is in the potter's, he might have made 


us other creatures: Nay more, we were ſo 


much that negative from whence we were ex- 
tracted, that had-he pleaſed, he might for ever 
have left us to that firſt nothing from whence 

we had our being. Needs muſt his Love 
then be the firſt and original Fountain-Bleſ- 
fing ; all other bleſſings being but as conduit- 
pipes, 8 he does convey his Love unto 

he that ſees not through all, is blind. 

Perhaps a man gets applauſe by his wiſdom, 
and through his induſtry, he heaps up trea- 
ſures ; but was it not from Gop he had that 
wiſdom? And did not he both give and proſper 
al his boaſted induſtry ? Sure God as much 


gave 
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gave us all we enjoyed as he that gives a beg- 
gar a thouſand pounds, gives him his food 
and raiment, and all that a thouſand pounds 
can help him to, and which he had been 
otherwiſe without. 5 3 
Secondly, But then, beſides all theſe more 
obvious Preſents of his Bounty, there were 
many things which in the world below we 
were delivered from, that do as much en- 
hance the value of the Divine Goodneſs to 
us; which, although perhaps leſs conſpicu- 
ous, are no leſs prized by thoſe below, whom 
want of them makes ſenſible of their true 
value. Should I, my Epenetus, but lead 
your thoughts unto the gallies, and ſhew 
you there thoſe wretched captives that lie 
chained unto their oars, expoſed to all the 
miſeries and hardſhips of a tempeſtuous ſea, - 
and yet do, through the barbarous uſage that 


they meet with on ſhore, leſs fear the ocean, tan 


any port, ſave death. O, ſhould I draw the 
curtains of ſick and dying men, and open to 
you that ſad ſcene of ſorrow, on wh ich fo 
many pine and languiſh by diſtempers, ſo very 
grievous to be borne, that death is rather to 
be choſe than life : Or ſhould I bring you to 
the hoſpitals, and ſhew you there the various 
ſhapes of human miſeries, would you not, 
my dear Epenetus, think it a Mercy worth 
acknowledging, to be delivered from them ? 
And ought we not to prize that Divine Good- 
neſs who has thus made us differ, and freed 
us from thoſe various ſorts of miſeries to 


which ſo many mortals are expoſed? Not 
PU E 3 but 
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but ſometimes his wiſdom ſees it meet te 


exerciſe his own beloved children with long 
' continued ſiekneſs and ſharp pains, and other 


outward great calamities: But this my Epe- 


{ 


netus, is a ſtill further evidence of Love, and 
that he might preſerve them from the far 


_ worſe contagion of their fins, or cure them of 
the evil habits which they had contracted. 
Have you not ſeen, my N _ in 
the world below) a tender mother apply a pain- 
ful cauſtick to the neck of her beloved infant, 
when threatened with an apoplexy? And 
have you not concluded from it, ſhe thinks 
the trouble of an iflue an inferior evil to con- 


. 8 Vvulſſon- fits? So when we ſee the Ever- bleſſed 


God, our Heavenly Father, does ſend infir- 


mities and croſſes, to reſcue thoſe he loves 


from under fin's dominion, we fafely may 


# 1 — "conclude, he thinks affliction a far leſs evil 
than the guilt of ſin; fince he is too wiſe and 


too indulgent a phyſician to cure with fuch a 
remedy as fhalf be worſe than the diſeaſe. 

Tou may remember, Epenetus, that God 
by Moſes gives the 1 a caution, leſt 
_- Proſperity (which is ſo apt to make men for- 
get all but their enjoyments) fhould make 
any of them fay in their hearts, My power, 
and the might of wy hand hath gotten me this 
wealth ; but on the contrary, commands them 


to Remember the Lord their God, for it is he 


that gives them power to get wealth. And there 
was need enough of fach a caution, for we 
were too apt to forget that God gave: ts our 
cirn, and aur wine, and our oil. But, 


'Fhirdly, 
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ol Thirdly, The Divine Goodnefs exceeding- - 
recommends the advantageouſnefs of his 
ove to us, in that whilſt we were below, he 
gave us ſo great an earneſt of Spiritual Goods, 
and of expected Joys, that made even that 
earneſt large enough to ſubſiſt upon with 
comfort; and which really out-valued, and 
far tranſcended all thoſe momentary pleaſures 
it required us to forſake or keep up a title to 
Eternal Ones. | 
But though the Mercies that the Ever- 
bleſſed God beſtowed upon us in the life be- 
low, were both ſo many and fo great, as made 
it a fit theme to praiſe him for in heaven; yet 
is his Love of a more laſting date than an 
thing that is in the lower world: It dies not 
with our bodies, nor like the uſual cuſtom of 
our friends below, accompany us to our 
raves, and leave us: No, Epenetus,, God's 
ve appears moſt bright, when our dark. * 
s are cloſed; and then cleaves cloſeſt to 
the foul, when fhe forſakes the body; giving 
each Bleſſed Saint that arrives 24 5 
ground to ſay of him, what Naomi once did 
of Boaz, that Bh hath not left off his kindneſs is 
the living and the dead. And therefore, Nauz 
indeed, (fays our great Saviour's. happy ſa- 
Yourite) are we the ſons of God; and it duh * 
not yet appear what we ſhall be : But we know, *. \ 
when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him. 
And what that is, is now my preſent theme. 
It is the Love of God, the Ever-bleſſed 
God, my Apenetus, that gives us this admiſ- 
fion into Heaven: Heaven the bright Seat 5 8 


+ 


56 The World To Come: Or, 


fo much Happineſs, that we here ſcarcely count 
it amongſt our Joys, that Heaven is the ſeat of 
them. And here the excellency of the things 
that we poſſeſs, does as much diſappoint our 
expectations, as in fruitions in the world be- 


low, the emptineſs is wont to do. For you 


have already heard the Apoſtle tell us, Eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it en- 
tered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him. And 
now, my Epenetus, our experience tells us ſo: 


Thoſe pure refined Delights that we enjoy, 


not only ſtoop not unto ſenſe, but are ſublime 
enough even to tranſcend imagination. For 
whatſoever our fancy formed below, as the 
moſt perfect ideas, and moſt abſtracted no- 
tions of complete happineſs, our own more 
happy experience of greater, plainly evince, 
eame ſhort of what we find. Heaven is a 
_ foil, whoſe fruitfulneſs is ſo confined to joy, 
that even our diſappointments and miſtakes, 


when in the world below, do here contribute 


to our Happineſs, which does fo much par- 
take of his Immenſity, whoſe Gift it is, that 


even the Sacred Oracles themſelves give but 


a negative deſcription of it; and does not 
only remove our thoughts from all that we 
enjoyed belqw, but does exalt them above 
whatever we could fancy there. Nor will 
you wonder, Epenetus, that it ſhould be fo; 
if you will but conſider, that here our facul- 
ties are not only. gratified with ſuitable and 
acceptable objects, but are ſo heightened and 
. enlarged, that our capacities are both ——_ 
| an 
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and filled, You know, that in the. world 
below, a child not yet releaſed out of the 
homely priſon- of the womb, can. there have 
no ideas of thoſe delights, which by the pleaſ- 
ing noiſes and the glittering objects that will 
preſent themſelves to him . his birth, will 
de afforded him. And the ſame child, whilſt 
he continues in his nonage, though he may 
with delight look upon emblems finely drawn 
and painted, yet he cannot imagine what 
pleaſure the fame objects will afford him, 
when age and ſtudy ſhall have ripened his in- 
tellectuals, and made him capable of under- 
ſtanding the excellent moralities couched in 
thoſe curious emblems, Such a double ad- 
vantage, Epenetus, among others, the admiſ- 
ſion into theſe ſacred Manſions, brings to al! 
thoſe to whom, that Bleſſing is vouchſafed. dE. 
For, beſides that ſet of objects, if I may fo 
ſpeak, ſo new and fo peculiar to this place, that 
their ideas could never once enter into their 
thoughts before they were admitted hither ; 
beſides this, our now enlarged capacities, en- 
able us, even in objects not altogether un- 
known to us before, to perceive things for- 
merly undiſcerned, and derive thence both 
new and greater ſatisfaction and delight. 
Wonder not, my Epenetus, that . in deſcrib- 
ing of theſe Glorious Things, I uſe expreſ- 
ſions you have not heretofore been uſed to 
hear; ſince my bright theme is more above 
our praiſes, than this Bleſſed Region is above 
the earth. For though my language may 
ſem tumid and aſpiring, yet ſeeming —_— 
| | 8 
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boles may well be uſed in the deſcription of | 
felicities, which make the moſt hyperboles 


but ſeeming ones: For the Joys of Heaven 


appear, (like what the ſtars do to the world 
below, by reaſon of their remoteneſs from 
them) extremely little, though really in them- 


ſelves they are ſo vaſt, that a leſs than the 
largeſt is much greater than the biggeft object 
upon earth : nay than the whole earth itſelf, 
And therefore, Epenetus, I endeavour (con- 


ſidering you are ſtill cloathed with mortality) 
to give you an account of Heavenly Things, 
by repreſentations tranſcending what they ap- 


pear to you, that I may thereby give you 


- Notions leſs inferior to what they truly are. 


For here, my. Epenetus, the Blefſed enjoy 


; Happineſs enough to rectify all thoſe miſtaken 


notions we had formed to ourſelves of it 


below. We are inſtructed here both how to 
name and rate all the Felicity which we poſ- 
ſeſs, which is made up of the Confluences of 


Perfection, and Perpetuity of all true Joys 


being made happy (unlike to what philoſophy 
+. Pretends to do) not by the confinement, but 
full fruition of our utmoſt defires, which 
neither fail in the choice of their objects, nor 
.- mils in the enjoyment of them; but are un- 


erringly juſt, and infallibly accompliſhed. 


Here we not only ſee, but are made like 
thoſe bleſſed Saints we in the world below 


ſo much admired. Thoſe Spirits of Juſt 


Men made perfect, of which the Divine Ora- 
cles have told us, are here our conſtant and 
familiar company, into whoſe Bleſſed Society 


- .we 
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we are not only welcome, but | increaſe it. 
Here likewiſe we behold thoſe Glorious Spirits, 


whoſe nature does inveſt them with fo bright 
a luſtre, that all the diſadvantages their diſ- 


guiſes gave them, when they appeared to us 


below, would ſcarce ſuffice to hinder us from 
making them the objects of our adoration. 
But above all, we here behold, my Epene- 
tus, a fight worthy the dying for that Bleſ- 
ſed Lams of God ſlain from the world's 
foundation in the Divine Decree, that Glo- 
rious SAVIOUR, of whom the Scriptures do 
ſo much and excellently entertain us; and 
who having done and ſuffered ſo much for 
us, does ſo highly deſerve of us, both upon 
the ſcore of his infinite Perfections, and upon 
the account of his ineſtimable Benefits. 
Yes, Epenetus, here we behcld that Holy and 
Divine Perſon, who when he did vouchſafe 


to pitch his tent among the ſons of men be- » | 


low, and dwell with them on earth, thereby 
to fit them, by his merits and example, to 
dwell with him in Heaven, did in fo. admi- 
rable a manner mix an awft! Majeſty with 
an humble Meekneſs, and the aſſumed Infirmi- 
ties of his Human Nature with the Corruſca- 
tions of his Divine, expreſſing in his whole 
life ſo perfect and examplary a Virtue, with 


ſo much Sweetneſs and Gentleneſs towards 


thoſe that were aſpiters to it, though they 
came moſt ſhort of it, that even the Fews 
themſelves could fay of him, That he had done 
all things tuell Nay more, his very enemies 
that were employed to apprehend him - 2 
Par EIA | | male- 
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malefactor, confeſſed to thoſe that ſent them 
ſo to do, that Never man ſpake like him. 
But there, my Epenetus, this Bleſſed Son of 
God was in the form of a ſervant, which he 
put on, that he might ſuffer for us, and ex- 
ercile his prieſtly and -prophetic function in 
the world below: But here we ſee him in 
that regal ſtate and condition that belongs to 
him by virtue of his Kingly Office, on the 
account whereof he is ſtiled, The King of. Kings 
and Lord f Lords, all Power and Au— 
thority being inveſted in him, both in hea- 
ven and earth, encompaſſed with ſuch. radi- 
ant Majeſty and ſhining Splendor, that we 
may well eſteem him, What the great Evan- 
gelick Prophet long ſince called him THE 
ApMIR ABLE. For here our raviſhed ſouls, 
by an attentive Contemplation of his Glories, 
ſtill. find more cauſe dq imitate the ſpouſe in 
Solomon's myſtick Epithalamium, who having 
dwelt upon the beauty of the ſeveral excellen- 
cies that concurred to the accompliſhing the 
Divine Bridegroom, breaks out into this 
eptphonema, He is altogether lovely ! His ſpark- 
ling eyes appear in his exalted: Glory on the 
Throne, (what the Beloved Diſciple long ſince 
repreſented them) like flames of active fire, and 


dises into the raviſhed breaſts. of the beholders, 


ſhoot, Flames as pure, as holy and as deathleſs 
as What the Seraphims themſelves conſiſt of. 


And ſurely,  Epenetus, ſince the Divine Ora- 
cles do -aflure us, as I have ſaid already, I. 
neuer entered inta the heart e man to cuncei ve 


what. Gad has here rgſerved for theſe 2 lov 


* 
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him that Glory can be but imperfeQly ex- 
preſſed by the bare epithet of inconcei able, 
with which the Bleſſed God rewards the 
meritorious ſufferings and obedience of the 
only begotton Son of his Love, for whoſe fake 
he is pleaſed to confer on all the numerous 
Company of his Ele, ſuch unimaginable' 
Glories, He that vochſafes unto ſo many 
of his ſervants a brightneſs like that of the ſtars, 
you cannot but think, #pnetus, does commu- 
nicate à fur more radiant luſtre to the Son oF 


. Ricwreoventss; although your preſent 


mortal ſtate denies you to behold the Bright- 
r OSD 
But all this Glorious Greatneſs of our 
Bleſſed ' Redeemer, does not yet make his 
Kindneſs leſs familiar, but only more obli- 
ging: For he diſdains not even after his aſ- 
cenſion hither, to ſay, Behold, I fland at the 
door and knack ;; if any may hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
up with bim, and be with me. And that 
King, in the parable by whom our Bleſſed 
Lord is repreſented, is pleaſed himſelf to wel- 
come each individual truſty ſervant with a 
peculiar, Well done, good and faithful ſervant. 
Wonder not, Epenetus, that I ſeem fo ſo- 


| licitous to give you an account of the high 


Dignity and ſuper-eminent 'Felicity of our 
Exalted Saviour, and that I have endeavoured 
thus to let you know that the Bright Sun of 
Righteouſneſs is now incapable of ſuffering. 
eelipſes, but ſhines with an unclouded and un- 


n 


* 
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"who (as the Author of the Hebrews ſpeaks) 
Was made a little lower than the Angels, crowned 
with Glory and Honour. For it makes Heaven 
to be more than Heaven to me, to find him 
reigning here, who ſuffered ſo much for .me 
in the world below. And our Redeemer's 
Happineſs, which is ſo great, and ſo inef- 
fable, brings an increaſe to ours, according 
to the. ardency of our love to him, Nay, 


further, Epenetus, let me add, that though | 


our joys are here ſo great, they do not need 
endearing cireumſtances, (yet does it make 
our happineſs more happy, as it is a proof of 
our Redeemer's Love) than as it is a donative 
of his Bounty. lt) 74 4. 

If it was matter of Rejoicing to the diſ- 
graced Apoſtles, that they were counted wor- 
thy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, how much, 
think you, is their Joy, now they are admit- 


ted to reign with him? His having ſupported 


the hardſhips and toils, to which the af- 
flicted condition of our mortality was expo- 


= . ſed, did ſo much alleviate them, and refreſh 


us under them, that even in this ſenſe allo 

it might be ney faid, the Ghaſtiſement of our 
3 upon bim, and by his hurts we were 
| bealed. 


But can you think, Epenetus, that he that 
- has relieved us, even by his Croſs, does not 
do more for us by his Crown? Here he not 
only does admit, but even does invite each 
Faithful Servant to no leſs a Bleſſing than 
to enter into his Maſter's Joy. So rich a 
ſource of Happineſs did Cliriſt make himſelf 


n * | 
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to us, in all his capacities and conditions, 
that in Earth and Heaven it was and is his 
gracious and conſtant Employment, to ſhare 
our griefs, or to impart to us his Joys; and 
either leſſen our Miſeries by his Sufferings, 
or increaſe our Happineſs by his Felicity.— 
Having thus treated of the Happineſs of thoſe 
Ccleſtial Manſions, reſulting from the Bea- 
tifick fight of our Redeeming Lord, the 
Crown of all our Bleſſedneſs, I now proceed 
to tell you, Epenetus, what you perhaps may 
- have obſerved already; that here we do not 
only fee our Elder Brother, Chri/ft, but alſo 
our Friends, Kindred, and Relations, that in 
the world below lived in his Fear, and died 
in his favour, which is a large addition to 
our happineſs. Nor do we only know our 
friends, relations and contemporaries, but all 
the Saints that lived in all the ages of the” 
world: Thus, though Elijah (whom I found 
diſcourſing with you) lived in the world be- 

low, long time before the Bleſſed Meſſiah was 
made fleth, yet you no ſooner ſaw, than you 
ſtraight knew him: and ſo you will do Adam 
alſo, when you fee him, Nor can I think this 
a new notion to you, ſince you might long ago 
have learnt it from the Sacred Oracles: Our 
Blefſed Saviour himſelf having told us, not 
only that the Children of the Reſurrettion ſhall 

be like the Angels (who in the viſions both of 
the prophet Daniel, and the Apoſtle, John, 


appear to be acquainted with each other) but 


alſo in the parable of the miſerable rich man 
and the happy beggar, the Father of the 
N # 3 | Faithful 


| 
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Faithful is repreſented. as knowing not only 
the perſon and preſent condition, but alſo the 
paſt ſtory. of Lazarus: And the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles did (When in the world below) ex- 
pect his converted and pious Theſſalonians to 
be his Crown, at that great day, when the 
having turned many to Righteonſneſs, ſhall 
(EIN beloved Daniel tells us) confer a Star- 
the, an Immortal Brightneſs: And I am ſure, 
my Epenetus, you have often read of the trans- 
- . figurarion of the bleſſed Redeemer in the hol 
Mount, where Moſes and Elijah were dif. 
courſing with him, and then you cannot for- 
get how readily the three Diſciples knew them, 
This was no other but a type of Heaven, 
where all the Saints are known to one another. 
Think you our knowledge here is leſs than 
_ that which Adam had in his firſt ſtate of Inno- 
> cence! And yet you know that Adam knew 
| ; Ave his wife when ſhe was firſt brought to him, 
and told her, ſhe was bone of his bone, and fleſh 
e his fleſh. —But what need further inſtance ; 
your own experience has already told you 
that it is ſo; and were you but diveſted of 
mortality, as in a few days you will, you will 
find it with far greater evidence. | 
But let me ſhew you, my dear Epenetus, 
the great advantage that the knowledge of each 
other here, does bring to all the bleſſed. 
HNere it is that the Bleſſed dwell in an un- 
Interrupted perfect Union and Communion 
with God, and with each other; but: with- 
out knowledge can be no argreement, and 
nnithout agreement, no communion; — 
| f wv | Where 
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where there is no communion, there is 
no happineſs: So that to think we did 


not know each other here, would be to think 
us ſhort of happineſs. Here, Epenetus, the 
General Aſſembly of the Firſt-Born, as they 


receive their happineſs from the bright Viſion 
of the Ever- bleſſed God, fo they communicate 


the pureſt pleaſure to each other; an unfeigned 
ardent love uaiting all that pure ſociety. On 
earth our love was kindled either from ſome ' 
natural relation, or other civil tie; or elſe on 
the account of ſome viſible excellencies, that 
render a perſon worthy of our choice and 
friendſhip : But here our reaſons are far 
greater, and the degrees of love incomparably 


more fervent : For in this ſupernatural ſtate, 


all carnal alliances and reſpects do ceaſe. The 


bleſſed Apoſtle, even when on earth, told us, 


If he had known Cbriſt after the fleſh, he knew 

im fo no more: For by the Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Lord, he was tran- 
ſported into another world, and had commu- 
nion with him as an Heavenly King, without 
low regards to the temporal privilege of con- 
verſing with him on earth Our ſpiritual re- 
lation is more near and permanent than the 
ſtricteſt band of nature; here we have all re- 
lation to the fame Heavenly Father, and unto 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, and Head. 
of our happy Fraternity. The principal mo- 
tives of love, even on earth, are the inhe- 
rent excellencies of a perſon. Wiſdom, Ho- 
lineſs, Goodneſs, Fidelity, are mighty at- 


tractives to affection, and produce a more in- 


F 3 timate 
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timate confederacy of Souls, than propinquity 
in nature or any other carnal reſpects. Virtue 
is amiable in an old perſon,” though wrinkled 
and deformed ; and vice js hateful in a young 
perion, though beautiful. And you have 
ſeen on earth, my Epenetus, clearer eyes than 
| thoſe of fleſh, a purer light than what is 
. ſenſible, a diviner beauty, than what is 
corporal, and a nobler love than what is ſen- 
ſual ; which made the Royal Prophet declare, 
That all. his delight was in the Excellent, But 
even Spiritual Love has its allays below; for 
there are relicks of frailty in the beſt of men 
there; and ſome blemiſhes that render them 
Jeſs amiable : But here the Image of God is 
compleat, by the union of all the glorious 
- virtues requilite to its perfection; and every 
bleſſed ſou] agrees exactly with the firſt exem- 
plar; a Divine Beauty ſhines in them ever 
durable; a beauty that darts no contagious 
_ fires; a beauty that is inviolable, and cannot 
ſuffer injury, | 
The true worth of the Saints below is very 
-Jittle viſible, the leaſt part of it being ſeen : 
The earth is fruitful in its plants and flowers, 
but its riches are in mines of precious metals, 
and veins of marble hidden in its boſom. 
Frue Grace appears in ſenſible actions, but 
its glory is within: But here their excellencies 
are in open view; the glory of the bleſſed 
God is revealed in them: And ah ! How at- 


tractive is the Divine Likeneſs to an holy eye! 


How does it raviſn me to ſee my Fellow-Saints 
ſhining with an Immortal Lovelineſs ] And 
their love is reciprocal, proportionable to the 
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cauſe of it, An equal conſtant flame is here 
preſerved. by pure materials : Here every one 
is perfectly amiable, and perfectly enamoured 
with each other: And O how hapyy is this 
ſtate of Love ! Well might the P/almift break 
out into that rapture, Behold, good and 
pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together in 
unity Had he then ſeen that happy Union 
which he now here enjoys with all the Faith- 
ful Ones; Love is the beauty and the ſtrength 
of all ſocieties, and the great pleaſure of our 
lives below. How excellent then muſt be the 
joy of the Bleſſed here, who witneſs the ac- 
compliſhments of what our Saviour prayed for 
when on' earth : That they may be One, as thou 
Father art in Me and I in Thee, that they alſo 
may be One in Us. The bleſſed God is abſo. 
lutely One in his glorious Nature and Will, 
and therefore is unalterably happy; and the 
inviolable unity of the Saints Love is a bright 
ray of the eſſential unity between the Sacred 
Perſons: Here Love effectively transforms 
one Soul into another, and makes the Glory 
of each Saint redound unto the joy of all. 
Such is the power of this Ccleſtial Fire, 
where we burn it melts and mixes ſouls in 
ſuch an intire union, that by complacence 
and an intimate joy, the Bleſſedneſs of All is, 
as it were, proper to every one, as if eve 
one were placed in the hearts of all, and all 
in the heart of every one; and ſure where 
there is Love like this, all needs muſt delight. 
And how can it be otherwiſe, ſince in this 
bleſſed ſociety there is a continual 3 
and returning of love and joy, with mu 


recipro- 
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reciprocations of endearment; and their con- 
ver ſation and intercourſe is raviſhing : Think, 
Epenetus, what an entertainment of love and 
Joy there is in the preſence and diſcourſes of 
dear friends below; how their mutual aſpect, 
like a chain compoſed of ſpirits, luminous and 
active, faſten and draw their ſouls to one 
another : And though there be no friendſhip 
on the earth without allays, yet the felicity of 
love conſiſteth in their converſation ; but 
whatſoever is commendable in friendſhip, is in 
perfection here; and whatſoever is an allay, 
occaſioned by men's folly or their- rel 
is all aboliſhed here. The bleſſed here, with 
overflowing of affection, recount the Divine 
Benefits; and all thoſe admirable methods, 
whereby the life of grace was firſt begun, 
preſerved, and carried on, amidſt temptations; 
the ſucceſſion of mercies in the time of our 

hopes, and the conſummation of all in this 
time of our enjoyment. Have you not yet 
heard, Zpenetus, the melody both Saints and 
Angels make about the Throne? And how 
they all concur in their Thankſgivings to God 
for- making of them reaſonable creatures, 
ſuch as are capable both of loving and enjoy- 


ing him, when they might have been of the 


loweſt order in the whole ſphere of beings; 
for his compaſſionate care and providence over 
them in the world, but eſpecially for the ſove- 
reign and ſingular mercy in eleCting them to 
be veſſels of honour, and for his powerful 
grace in reſcuing them from the cruel and ig- 
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nominious bondage of fin ; for his free Love, 


tbey can never fathom. And I acknowledge 
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that juſtified them from all their guilt by the 
death of his only Son, and has now glorified 


them with himſelf, We are never weary, 


* Epenetus, of this delightful exerciſe, but con- 


tinually bleſs him for his mercy that endures 


for ever: Vea, the winged Cherubims and 


Seraphims about the throne, cry one to ano- 
ther to expreſs their zeal and joy in celebrating 
his Eternal Purity and Power, and the Glory 
of his Goodneſs, And O how unſpeakable 
is the pleaſure of this concert! Every ſoul 
being harmonious, and, contributing his part 


to the full muſick of Heaven. O could the 


world below but hear the echo of thoſe ſongs 
wherewith the Heavens above reſound; thoſe 
ſongs where with the Saints do here triumph in 
the juſt praiſe and ſolemn adoration of the 


King of Spirits: How would it inflame their 


deſires to be joined with them. 82 
But beſides all the happineſs that does here 
accrue to us by the knowledge of our friends, 


kindred and relations, and that which does 


reſult from that communion we have here with 


God, and with each other; it is to me, my 


Epenetus, a mighty happineſs I here enjoy, in 
underſtanding ſatisfactorily all thoſe deep and 
obſcure myſteries of religion, which the pro- 
foundeſt Rabbies of the world below were not 


aſhamed to own they could not fully compre- 


hend; but after all the toil and induſtry of 
their moſt anxious enquiries, were reduced to 
fit down with the great Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 3. 
in admiration of that depth, whoſe bottom 


that 


7% TheWorld To Come+ Or, 


that it is to me a mighty pleaſure that here | 
underſtand thoſe obſcure paſſages of the ſacred 
Oracles, which, notwithſtanding all that bold 
critics and learned expoſitors have attempte to 


illuſtrate, do to the world below remain fo 


" ſtill: Nor can it be well - otherwiſe, becauſe 


they cannot difcern how exquiſitely the ſeveral 


parts of ſcripture are fitted to the ſeveral times, 
perſons and occurrences, wherein theirall-fore- 
ſeeing Author intended moſt to uſe them; al! 
which are obvious to us here, and conſequently 
we diſcern a perfect harmony between thoſe 
texts, that in the world below ſeemed moſt at 
variance. Here, Epenetus, we have clearly 
"expounded to us thofe riddles of Providence, 
which have but too often tempted even good 
men upon earth, to queſtion God's Conduct 
in the Government of the World, whilſt the 
calamities and perſecutions of Virtue and In- 
nocence ſeem approved by him who accumu- 
lates proſperity on their criminal oppoſers. 
Here we are throughly convinced, that all 
thoſe ſeeming irregularities which the Hea- 
thens thought fit to impute to the giddy whim- 
fies of a Female Deity, are not only conſiſtent 
with the Divine Juſtice and Goodneſs, but 
are productions of it. And though ſuch a 
belief do to intelligent perſons in the world 
below, ſeem a great piece of ſelf-denial, yet 
here it does appear as reſonable, as there they 
find it difficult. | 

For Bildad, who was one of Job's well- 
meaning but unkind comforters, has told us 


long ago, They that live upon earth are but of 


ye/teraay, 


Vifions of Heauen. 71 


yeſterday, and know nothing, becauſe their days 
there are but a ſhadow : And the ſhortneſs of 
their tranſitory lives not permitting. them to 
continye long enough ſpactators, there to ſee 
above a ſcene or two at moſt of that great play, 
ated by mankind on the ſtage of the world, 
it is no wonder that they are apt to harbour 
ſiniſter thoughts of the contriver of a- plot, 
neither the beginning nor end whereof they 
are. acquainted with: But when once the | 
whole of. the Divine Conduct in the admini- 
ſtration of things ſhall be diſcloſed, as here it 
is, all thoſe revolutions and occurrences ot 
empires, ſtates, families, and particular per- 
ſons, - Which mortals are ſo prone, to quarrel 
with below, do here to us appear fo juſt, ſo 
requiſite and ſeaſonable, that thoſe very things 
that while we were on earth tempted us to 
deny God, do here engage us to praiſe him: 
And indeed, we are not ſo properly faxiafied, | 
as raviſhed with the beauties of his providence. 
But Epenetus, beſides this general Provi- 
dence of God, of whoſe adorable wiſdom in 
the conduct whereof I have been ſpeaking, we 
are here eſpecially tranſported with wonder 
and gratitude at theſe diſcoveries of the Divine 
Goodneſs, which he is pleaſed to make of the 
reaſons of his diſpenſations towards each one 
in particular, O Spenetus, | have ſeen towards 
myſelf, not only the neceſſity and juſtice, but 
even the mercifulneſs of thoſe very afflictions 
that I oace (when upon earth) imputed to his 
ſeverity; and I am now fully convinced, no 
froke 1 met with in the world below (and you 
t can 
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can tell, my Epenetus, that there I met with 
many, as well as great affliftions) either came 


ſooner, or fell heavier, or ſtood longer than 


the occaſion that extorted it exacted: And I 


am ſatisfied my hopes were never diſappointed, 
but to ſecure my title to better things than 
what I hoped for. Nor was my intereſt (or 
What at leaſt I thought then to be 10) ever 
prejudiced, but when it was more to the ad- 


vantage of what was truly ſuch.” Ves, Epe- 


netus, all that unwelcome darkneſs, that on 


earth ſurrounded my purblind underſtanding, 


is now vaniſhed, and did ſo at the firſt dawn- 
ing of this bright Eternal Day, wherein the 
reſolution of all thoſe difficulties, which upon 
earth not only exerciſed but diſtreſſed my faith, 


is granted to reward it. 


Here, Epenetus, to draw to a concluſion, we 
do not only converſe with Saints and Angels, 
but with that far more infinitely Glorious 
Deity, who made them what they are, without 
at all impoveriſhing himſelf: Here we not only 
enjoy Heaven, but its Maker, God; and ſee 
Him as He is, who is our All in All: Com- 
priſing all the goods we value in the creatures, 
more eminently and fully than the bright lumi- 
nary of the day excells the twinkling tapers of 
the night: For we are here ſo taken up with 
the eomtemplation and fruition of that Glo- 
rious Object (in whoſe infinity all goods are 
both included and dilated) that ages number- 
leſs, as are the joys of the Beatifick Viſion, doth 
abound with, will ſcarce afford us leiſure for a 

diverſion to any other pleaſures than thoſe = 
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{elf creates; which are ſo numerods and fo 
intire, that we deſire nothing that we have not, 
except more tongues to ſing more praiſes to 
the bleſſed Gop, or a capacity to pay him 
greater thanks for what we have: And even 
thoſe deſires does his gracious acceptance make, 
in being but conceiv'd, accompliſned. For 
otherwiſe the reſidents of theſe bright manſions 
do ſcarce know any other want than that of 
need to with ; the compleat bleſſedneſs of our 


condition reducing us to a happy uſefulneſs of 


wiſhes, by giving us ſo full a pre-poſſeſſion of 
all the objects of deſire. Here time, like fire, 
having deſtroyed whatever it does prey on, 
does, at laſt, die itſelf, and ſo goes out into 
eternity. And here the nature of our joy is 
ſuch, that tho' after ſome centuries of years, 
they may ſeem to wax older, by having been 
enjoyed ſo many ages, yet do they really ſtill 
continue as welcome and as freſh as at the 
firſt: It is the peculiar property of our felicity; 
it always is the ſame, yet ever new. Weari- 
neſs argues imperfection, either in the object, 
or the appetite; the former of which is im- 
poſſible in Gop, and the latter ceaſes here. 
For our felicity is here ſo great, there is no 
need of variety to be a part of it, or if it does 
admit variety, it is ſuch a one as conſiſts only 
in the further knowledge of its firſt object, 
Gop; like that which may be ſeen on earth 
in the diverſified refractions of the ſame ſpark- 
ling diamond. In Gop there is, if 1 may 
properly fo ſpeak, ſuch an identical variety, that 
the fruition of him both fatisfies and creates 
| nt __ *defires; 
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deſires: Tho” that without ſatiety ; and this, 
without diſquiet; other delights do, like the 
cloaths men uſually wear, grow ſtale, and 


quickly are worn out,: whereas thoſe heavenly 


pleaſures we enjoy participate of that preroga- 


tive of the garments of the Iſraelites in the 


Wilderneſs, not impairing by being uſed long, 
but as the needle once touch'd with the load: 


after ages cling no leſs cloſely to it than at the 
firſt moment of their union. So do the bleſ- 


_ {ed here with the fame undiminiſhed freſhneſs, 
ever poſſeſs their joys as if each moment were 


the firſt that they poſleſs'd them in. And if 


_- our happineſs does not improve by our en- 


joyment of it, it is perhaps becauſe the groat- 


niels of it does render it incapable of increaſing; 
Or if our pleaſures do admit. acceſſion they 
alſo de receive it, from the aſſurance that we 


have, that we ſhall taſte them ever, and per- 
petually repeat the ſame renewed fruitions, 
to an eternity endeared by nothing more than 
by the quiet. leiſure it does afford us, undiſ- 


tractedly to employ it in celebrating of Febs- 


vabꝰs praiſes, and in a condition happier in that 
by it we are paſt doing, than paſt ſuffering ill 


In brief, our inexhauſted joys are here ſo 
numberleſs, and fo immenſe, that we fhal| 


need (as well as have) eternity itſelf to taſte 
them tally, 2 | 


But Iremember, Epenetus, you Rill are in 


the body, and may be tired with hearing what 
I could be for ever relating, fo vaſt is the 
Happineſs that I poſſeſs, and fo great pleaſure 


'Þ 
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is there in relating it. I ſhall now therefore 


only further add one property of our enjoy'd 


happineſs; and that is, That the vaſt multi- 
tude of bleſſed fouls, that are partakers of this 
joy and glory, does detract nothing from each 
rivate. ſhare, nor leſſen the propriety each 
hwy Saint has in it in R This 
ocean of felicity being ſo bottomleſs, that the 
innumerable company of all the Saints and 
Angels never can exhauſt it; nor is this ſtrange 


at all, for in the world below, which does con- 


fiſt of many ſpacious countries, and many of 
them divided by large ſeas from one another, 
each ſeveral nation does alike enjoy the benefit 
of light; nor is there any can complain that 
they enjoy it leſs becauſe another does enjoy 

it too, but all enjoy its benefit as fully as if 
none elſe enjoyed it but themſelves. Indeed 
there is this difference between the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, and that which ſhines upon 
the world below; that whereas the latter, by 
his preſence eclipſes all the planets (his at- 
tendants;) the former, though radiant with 
a much greater ſplendor, will, by his pre- 
ſence, impart it to his ſaints; and ſo the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles does inform you where 
he fays, When Chriſt, who is our life, ſhall 
appear, then ſhall we appear alſo with him in 


gory. 

It is the language of each bleſſed ſoul to 
his Redeemer, I am my beloved's, and my be- 
loved is mine. For each have a peculiar claim 
unto him. And David (who, when he lived 


n earth, was ſo well ſkilled in ſinging — 
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of praiſe to his Redeemer) ſays of all them 
that put their truſt in God, That he /hall 
abundantly ſatisfy them with the fatneſs of his 
houſe, and make them drink of the river of his 
pleaſures: As if he meant to inſinuate, that 
as when a multitude of perſons drink of the 
ſame river, none of them is-able to exhauſt 
it, and yet each of them has the full libert 


of drinking as much {5 he can, or as much 


as he could, though none but himſelf thouſd 
be allowed to drink of it: So whofuever en- 
joys God, enjoys him wholly, or at leaſt en- 
Joys him ſo entirely in relation to his capacity, 
that the fruition of whatſoever reſts unen- 
joyed in God is forbidden by the immenſity 


| of the object, and not the pre- poſſeſſion of 


bis rivals. . 
Thus, Epenetus, IJ have given you a brief 


- . account of our Cœleſtial Canaan It is not, 


indeed, the thouſandth part of that which 


might be ſaid, yet it is enough to let ou ſee - 


it is a land flowing with milk. and honey; 
And may well enough ſerve to whet your 
longing for a more fruitive experimental know- 
ledge of it ; for none can fully know ihe hap- 
pineſs we here enjoy until they come to be 
partakers of it, 5 

Epen. Junius having finiſhed his excellent 


diſcourſe, I returned him many thanks, aſ- 


ſuring him that I was ſo far from being tired 
with hearing it, that I was exceedingly de- 
lighted, as well as informed by it; and that 


J could not but be much pleaſed in hearing a 


deſcription of that happineſs, which, —_— 
| the 
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the great ſuper-abounding merits of my Bleſſed 
Redeemer, I hoped in a ſhort; time to be 
partaker of, | | 

Jun. To wait with faith and patience, re- 

plied the happy Junius, until your mortal 
body be laid down is what is now your work. 
And then you will know far more than TI have 
told you. You will hear, and fee, and know 
things then after another rate than now you 
do. Your ears are not fitted now to hear 
thoſe melodies that faints and angels make 
before the Throne, nor can your tongue re- 
peat thoſe ſongs of praiſe which. here the 
Bleſſed make continually. Your eyes (though 
ſtrengthened above thoſe of other mortals) 
cannot yet behold the brightneſs of the glory 
that fills this happy place: Though I muſt 
grant what you have ſeen, has given you 
more ſuitable ideas of it, than all that dwell 
below can make of heavenly things; which is 
2 favour ſo great and inexprefſible, that you 
1ave mighty cauſe to magnify his great ex- 
eeding Grace, through whoſe abundant 
oodneſs you were admitted hither. 

Epen. That bleſſed work (ſaid I) I never 
an begin too ſoon ; and it is a work I hope 
vill never end, but be as laſting as the cauſe 
f it —But, Junius, ſince I have had the 
appineſs of this. converſation with you, May 

not alſo ſee my mother here ? for I am ſure 

de is among the Bleſſed. She early did in- 
| ruct me in the things of God, and cauſed 
1 1e every day to read the holy ſcriptures ; 
| er pious exhortations firſt of all made me 
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look after heavenly and eternal things; and 
on her dying-bed gave me charge (whatev+ 
others did) to ſerve the Lord: She, I am 
ſure, would much rejoice to ſee me in this 
place, = 5 
Jun. Your mother, Epenetus, is here in- 
deed; and will, no doubt, exult and joy in 
God on your account, as ſhe continually does 
on her own : But in this happy place, world- 
ly relations ceaſe, Nor is there male and fe- 
male here, but all are like the angels; for fouls 
cannot be diſtinguithed into ſexes : And there- 


£ fore all relations here are ſwallowed up in 
God: However, ſhe whom you called Mo- 
ther in the world below, you ſhall ſee preſent- 


ly. He had no ſooner ſpoke, but taking me 
by the hand, far ſwifter than an arrow from 
a. bow, we paſſed by ſeveral ſhining forms, 
eloathed in the robes of immortality, who ſeem- 
ed to wonder at me as I paſſed them ; which 


2 T thought was occaſioned by my being there 
in the poor rags of frail mortality, But Ju- 


nius having brought me to my mother, for 
fo I thought her, though then I ſawa ſhining 


form, faid to me, . 
| un. Farewell, my Epenetus, I have now 


done what you defired me: Your Guardian 
Angel will be with you ftraight, and-re-con- 
dud you to the world below : Where, when 
you come, remember that you do not ceaſe 
to celebrate the mighty wonders of Divineſt 
Love, who has ſo far indulged your weak- 
neſs as to admit you hither, and with cor- 

poreal eyes to ſee the Immaterial Glories of 
the Bleſſed. TEN E#Epen, 


- 
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Epen. The noble Junius having left me, 
I>ſtraight drew near the ſhining form that 
| ſtood before me, who, compaſſed round with 
rays of dazzling luſtre, appeared extremely 
glorious: I hardly could behold her for the- 
exceeding brightneſs of her countenance, or 
elſe it ſeemed to me ſo, becauſe I looked with 
more intenſeneſs on her than on Elyah, or 
the noble Junius: But taking it for granted it 
was my mother, I thus addreſſed her, AH. 
deareſt mother, I joy” to ſee you cloathed in that 
bright Robe of Glory, as an inhabitant of theſe 
' bleſſed Realms of Light and Immortality. | 

Mother. Dear Epenetus (faid my mother to 
me) for what I am, to Him that is on the 
Throne, and to the Lamb, be all the praiſe 
and glory; for he alone it is has made me 
ſo. The Robe of Glory, which you fee me 


wear, is only the reflection of his own bright . . _. ? 


beams! Ah, Epenetus, had not the Bleſſed, 
for ever Bleſſed, Redeeming Jeſus, firſt 
cloathed me with his Robe of Righteouſneſs, 
I never ſhould have worn this Robe of Glory. 
I do not aſk you, Epenetus (ſhe continued) - 
how you come thus to be admitted here, for 
I have had already from Elijab, a full account 
of that, and muſt acknowledge the Divine” 
condeſcenfion has been exceeding great in 
this permiſſion; for which, eternal praiſe be 
given to him. Ah, Epenetus , Through how 
many dangers does Divine Grace conduct our 
ſouls to glory] I cannot think but with the 
moſt admiring thoughis of Divine Love, how 
near J once was to eternal ruin ! I once was 
8 : | | poor, 


% 
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poor, and blind, and naked; caſt out unto the 


loathing of my perſon, and lay polluted in my filth 


and bload But O the abundant grace that 
found me in that wretched ſad condition, and 
et to me made it a time of love, waſhed me 
om all my filthineſs, and purged me from m 
A 1 ee 3 Alle but — 
but O miraculous and happy change ! I now 
am full of light, and love, and joy; I once 
was poor and miſerable, but now I am en- 
riched with all that Heaven can give, or I re- 
ceive: I once was naked and expoſed to ſhame; 
but now I am adorned with robes of light 
and glory: I once was under ſentence of Eter- 


nal Separation from the Divine Preſence ; but 
* now I am poſſeſſed of God, my only life, and 
Joy, and ſupreme good. O how tranſporting 


is the compariſon of theſe ſo wide and con- 
trary extremes! And O how pleaſant is the 
bright Day of Eternity, after a night ſo dark 
— ſo tempeſtuous ! How does a vivid ſenſe of 
thoſe paſt evils, produce a far more lively 
feeling and fruition of my happineſs. This 
makes the Everlaſting Hallelujahs that J ſing 
to my Victorious Deliverer, more raviſhing, 


and more harmonious. | 


Epen. ] muſt confeſs I was amazed to find 


* my mother in ſuch an extaſy and holy tran- 


ſport; and could not forbear ſaying, Ab, my 
dear Mother, you  ſheak like one that is indeed in 
Heaven, and feel the mighty joys you are poſ- 

a of. | | 
444 O Epenetus (ſhe replied again) you 
ſhould not think this ſtrange! The mighty 
75 wonders 
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wonders of Divine Love and Grace will be 
the ſubject of our ſong for ever. Nor ſhould: 
you call me Mather here, altho' I once was 
ſo ; for here all ſuch relations ceaſe, ,and are 
all ſwallowed up in God, who is alone the 
Great Father of all. this heavenly Family :. 
And J muſt tel you, Epenetus, you are far 
more dear to me, as you are one that love 
and fear the Lord, and ſo through faith are: 
his adopted ſon, than as you are the ſon born. 


of my body.. It is here our. greateſt mercy- 


that we have God the fountain of our happi=- 
neſs ; and all that we enjoy is in and through. 


him, who is an odject that is every way ſo 
adequate to all our moſt enlarged capacities, 
that in enjoying Him, we enjoy all that we 


can aſk or thin 


Epen. I then deſired to know if L ſhould? 
tell her in what condition I left my father 
and my brethren in the world below, when L 


was carried thither ? 


MHoth. To this ſhe anſwered,. No, fince 1 
have put the body off, I have with that too 
put off all relations in the fleſn: Here God 
(faid ſhe)” is all in all unto me, I have no. 
huſband but the bleſſed Bridegroom. of my 
Soul; he who is fairer than the children of © 
men; who is alone defirable to me: Nor © 
have I here any relations elſe. We are all 
Children of one Father here, and Servants of 
one Maſter, whoſe bleſſed ſervice is our perfec r- 
freedom: And as for thoſe I left behind we 
in the world below, I have committed tgem 
to. God, in whoſe good pleaſure I am happy, 


What 


5 


6 * 


— 22 _—_— 


82 The World To Come: Or, 


whatſoever it be, 1 ſhall be glad and heartily 
rejoice to ſee them all heirs of this bleſſed In- 
heritance; for then I ſhall be well aſſured th 
will of God is ſo. But if they ſhould cl 
in with the Grand Enemy of their Salvation, 
and refuſe the Grace that is offered them, 
and thereby periſh in their unbelief, God 
will be glorified in his juſtice, and in his 
glory I ſhall ftill rejoice. F fince, dear 
Epenetus, you muſt deſcend again into the 
world below, you cannot better ſhew your 
love to God, and zeal for the promoting of 
his glory, than by endeavouring to turn them 
from the ways of unrighteouſneſs : Nor do 
you know but that might be one end why ihis 
peculiar privilege has been allowed you. 

Whilſt I was diſcourſing with my mother, 
a numerous company paſſed before me, cloath- 
ed in long robes, white as. the morning's 
_ brightneſs, and purer far than any thing that 
ever yet deſerved that name, each having 
crowns of glory on their heads, which ſparkled 
forth refulgent luſtre; and each one carrying 
in their right hand a palm of victory: And 
as they paſſed by I heard them fay, Salvation 
to aur God who fits upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb: And another company, who had a 
very glorious appearance, and covered their 
faces with their wings, whom I took to be 
angels, anſwered them, fayinz, Amen. Bleſ- 
ing, and Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, 
and Honour, and Power, and Might, be unto 
our God for ever and ever. Amin. 

I then enquired what that great company 
were, that were arrayed in garments of fo 


\ 
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pure a white, with palms of victory in their 
hands ? And I was told, they were the noble 
company of Martyrs, who having endured 
great tribulations in the world, and Jaid down 
their lives for the Word of God, and the teſtimo- 
ny which they beld, had now their robes waſhed 
in the Blood of the Lamb, and had palms in 
their hands in the token of victory. I then 
aſked from whence they came? And I was 
anſwered, they came from under the altar, 
where they had been crving, How long, O 
Lord. holy and true, doſt thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth. 

Epen. I thought that all the ſaints here had 
that Teſt, and peace, and joy in God, which 
did not permit them to have any thoughts of 
revenge towards their fellow-creatures: And 
J Was the more inclined to think ſo, becauſe 


many of them had prayed for their perſecu- 


tors in the world below, even at the very 
ſtakes; and when they have been under the 
hands of the executionets, and it ſeems ſtrange 
to me, that meek and that forgiving ſpirit 
ſhould be altered here in heaven. 

MAoath. The faints here do, indeed, poſſeſs 
that reſt, and peace, and joy in God which 
is the ſum of all their happineſs ; but having 
reſigned themſelves intirely to the Divine 
Good Pleaſure, they cannot but deſire God's 
will may be fulfilled in all reſpects; and there- 
fore knowing that it is the will of God to 
render tribulation to them that have troubled © 
them; and that he does deſign to glorify him- 
ſelf, by bringing down his judgments on the 

g anti- 
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antichriſtian whore, who hath made herſelf 
drunk with the blood of the Saints, and of the 
Martyrs of Feſus, they cannot but deſire the 
will of God may be done, and that his 
name may be glorified ; which they know will 
be the reſult of his executing judgment upon 
the great whore; for when Babylon is fallen, 
a new ſong ſhall be put into their mouths ; and 
then it ſhall be ſaid, Rejoice over her, thou 
Heaven, and ye, holy Apoſtles and Prophets, for 
Cod hath avenged you of ber. Vea, then ſhall 
they fing, Hallelujah ! Salvation, and Glory, 
and Honour, and Power, unto the Lord our 
God, for true and righteous are his judgments, 
or be hath judged the great whore, which did 
corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath 
... avenged the blood of his ſervants at her band; and 

therefore praiſe our Gad, all ye his ſervants, and 


pe that fear bis name beth ſnall and great. And 
again they ſing Hallelujah. So that their crying 
under . altar, Heu long, O Lord, holy and 
true, agſi thou not avenge gur blood on them that 
. dwe!l: upon the earth, is not_out of any deſire 
of revenge, but that God may be glorified for 
his righteous judgments, Fo 
Epen. Having declared my ſatisfaction in 
her anſwer ; I defired to know whether the 
fouls of the Bleſſed underſtood what affairs 
were tranſacting in the world below, and 
whether they had any concern therein. 
Moth. To this ſhe replied, The ſum of 
all our: knowledge here is to know God, the 
- fountain of our happineſs ; but as to the affairs 
of particular perſons, we are not n 
Wit 
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with them, and are ignorant of them, being 
ſtill finite, though glorified creatures: The 
being preſent in all places is an attribute pe- 
culiar to God alone, to whoſe ſight every crea- 
ture is manifeſl, Though the proſperity or 


adverſity of the church below in their militant - 


ſtate, is repreſented to us by the angels, who 


are mini/tring Fer ſent forth to minifler to 
e 


thoſe that ſhall be heirs of ſarvation : And from 
what we learn by them we are excited to re- 
new our praiſes to him that fits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever. The ad- 


mirable providence of God in the deliverance 


and preſervation of his church, being what 
we reflect upon with the greateſt pleaſure and 
delight, and praiſe God for with the greateſt 


ardency of affection, deſiring alſo that his 
glory and his people's happineſs may be con- 


ſummate by the redemption of the whole 
church, which ſhall not be till the bride hath 
made herſelf ready, and the myſtical body of 
Chriſt be compleated. ; | a 
Epen. I then told her, I would only aſk her 


one thing more (for I believed my conductor 


was ready to come for me) and that was, in 
what manner their time was ſpent in this 
bleſſed place, and what their general conver- 
ation with each other was? 

Moth. To this the replied, O my Epenetus ! 
How much does that cloud of mortality you 


ſtill bear about you, clog your underſtanding, 


even in theſe bright regions : You ſpeak of us 


as ſtiſl cloathed with mortal fleſh, and con- 
fder not that here * is ſtwallotved 4 2 | 
_ — _— 
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lie, and time is changed into eternity, without 
ſucceſſion or end. It is true indeed, that in 
the world below there is a continual flux of 
time, which is divided into hours, and days, 
Jia weeks, and montlis, and years; but 
Here there is no ſuch thing; here is no night 


by which days are diſtinguithed, nor circling 


orbs that make the ſeveral ſeaſans of the year; 
but one eternal undivided point laſts here for 
ever; and therefore, Eperetus, here is no time 
to ſpend. s 
But then as to the other part of your queſ- 


tion, what our general converſation with each 


other is? Eternity can only fully anſwer it. We 


All have work enough to do throughout the 
numerous Ages of Eternity, and that ſo very 


pleaſant and delightful, it both creates our 

joy, and ſtill increaſes it: What is there 
more delightful to the foul than knowledge? 
And you may then ſoon think how: vaſt a 
field we have to trace it in. And as our know- 
ledge does increaſe, ſo do the adorations we 
pay to the Divine Author of it: For this is 
our peculiar happineſs, that all our diſqui- 
| fitions here, of whatſoever kind, tend to 


illuſtrate the high praiſe and adoration of the 


ineffable TT hree- One. 


How many wonders of the Deity. my 


Epenetus, do ſhine forth in the works of na- 
ture in the world below, which ſtill lie hid 
and undiſcovered unto the moſt elaborate en- 
quiries into them? How many things are 
there below you know not how are done, 
and yet are well aſſured that they are? Who 
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can tell how a tree grows from a ſeed, or a 
variegated curious flower from a poor ſimple 
flip, without any diverſity? And yet, that ſo 
it does, is evident enough, | | | 

Why the magnetic ſtone attracts the needle, 
or amber picks up ſtraws, are ſome of the Ar- 
cana's of nature, which yet puzzle the wiſeſt 
of mortals to tell by what ſecret. ſympathies it 
came to pals, although the matter of fact be 
very obvious. Theſe things are made in- 
telligible here, and all their occult cauſcs laid 
open to our view; which likewiſe does excite 
our humbleſt adorations and renewed praiſes 
to him, whois fo excellent in working. 

And then again, the wonderous magnitude, 
as well as contextures of the cceleſtial orbs 
(which vain - aſtrologers in vain pretend tor 
penetrate) are here both in their cauſes/and 
effects, made known unto the bleſſed, ' who, 
being filled with the higheſt admiration, adore 
the ever-ble:fſed God for all his works of wonder. 

Not that we have this knowledge barely by 
a ſimple intuition, but by the mutual exerciſe 
of our diſcurſive faculties, whereby our know- 
ledge ſtill becomes progreſſive. Nor do 1 
deny but that by intuition our here enlarged 
faculties receive a great addition; for here e 
at one view can behold more than we can do 
ſucceſſively below in many years; to which: 
the ſwiftneſs of our motion does alſo much 
contribute. 

But farther yet, the works of God's al- 
mighty Providence, and with what wondrous 
wiſdom he has over-ruled and governed all 

b H 2 events, 
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for ſo the 10 Micah had declared, ſay- 
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is ſuch a theme as well becomes us here to be 
continually contemplating; and which the 
more. we view,. the more” we find occaſion 


ſtill to magnify the great and glorious name of 
the great Author of our Happineſs. "Theſe 


contemplations, Epenetus, have often been ex- 
ceedingly delightful ro me, when in the world 
below, where J ſaw things but very darkly, 
and loſt much of the beauty of them, by 


reaſon of the vanity which was upon my pur- 


blind underſtanding, by means of which, I 
could not ſee afar of: But now, that all 
my intelle&ual faculties are both enlarged 


and perfected, and I can fee the whole of 


what I had then but a ſhort and imperfect 


view of; how much more pleaſant and de- 
lightful muſt it be? How much more muſt it 


magnify the wiſdom of the great Contriver, 
to ſee men eager in the proſecution of their 
own deſigns, and the fulfilling of their luſts, 
not having a regard to any thing beſides the 


-fatisfying of themſelves ; and yet to ſee how 
all theſe things are over-ruled to the effecting 
of the Divine good Pieaſure, and bringing 


things, long ſince decreed, to paſs, although 
theſe inſtruments knew nothing of it, is in- 
deed well befitting him who is fo wonder ful 
in counſel, and excellent in working : To whom 
be glory, and bleſſing, and praife, through 
all the endjeſs Ages of Eternity. 

Thus the Eternal Father had decreed our 
Great Redeemer ſhould be born in Bethichem, 


tulehem Ephrata, the o_ 
| . 


. 
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be little among the Thouſands of Fudah, yet out of 


thee hall he come forth unto me, wha is to be 
Ruler in 2 whoſe goings forth have been 

" ola, from everlaſting. But when the 
time drew near he ſhould be born, the Bleffed 
Virgin lived at Nazareth, with her eſpouſed 
huſband, Fe/eph, deſigning nothing elle but 
tolie in there ; which would have contradicted 
what the Prophet Micab, by Divine Inſpira- 
tion, had long ago foretold : And therefore, 
at this time Auguſtus Ceſar, the Roman Em- 
peror, puts out a decree, that all the empire 
ſhould be taxed, and each one in his own 
city from whence he deſcended, and that 
both men. and women: This cauſed the 
Bleſſed Virgin and her eſpouſed hufband to go 
to Bethlehem (big as ſhe was, and far as was 
the way) that they might there be taxed ac-- . 
cording to what Cæſar had decreed ; and there 


the Lord of Life muſt then be born according 2 


to what Miah propheſied. Cæſar aimed only 
at his getting money, and yet that aim of his, 
through the Divine Wiſdom over-ruling it, 
as made a means to bring about the ful- 
filing of the prophecy, in ſo important a 


matter as the birth of the Meffiah; This 


tends exceedingly to magnify the mighty wif- 
dom and over-ruling providence of God, who 
governs all events to his own glory,. and his 


people's good, 


You knew a perſon, Epenetus, in the world 


below, who, having propoſed to go to ſee a 
friend, and ſtay at his houſe ſome days, fell 


down as he was getting upon horſeback, and 


H3 broke- 


« 
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broke his leg, which put a ſtop to his intended 
journey: This he eſtegmed a very great afflic- 
tion; but in a few days after received intelli- 
gence that his friend's houſe was caſually burnt 
that very night that he intended to have lain 
there, and all the people in it. This made 
him look on that which he at firſt thought to 
be an affliction, to be a mercy to him, and that 
the breaking of his leg was but in order to 
the ſaving ot his life. Many ſuch inſtances of 
Divine Love and Goodneſs might be given, 
which here the bleſſed retain a lively ſenſe 
of, and mention in their ſongs of praiſe and 
hallelujahs to God and to the Lamb. 
Again, my Epenetus, here all the Bleſſed 
are eternally employed in finging praiſes to 
Him, who by his wondrous grace has brought 
them to his glory. Here we ſee plainly that 
gulph of Everlaſting Ruin, in which we were 
”- fo like to plunge ourleives, had he not 
ſtopped our way. He often hedged up our 
way with thorns, that ſo we might not travel 
to deſtruction. The various methods of his 
race, whereby he brought us to himſelf, we 
here repeat to one another, and join in one 
great chorus to his praiſe: And whilſt we 
__. Praiſe him thus, he ſtreams forth emanations 
of his grace upon us, whereby we are aſſimi- 
lated more into his likeneſs, which is our 
higheſt happineſs. . 
Thus, 2 I have anſwered your laſt 
queſtion, which you will better underſtand 
when you ſhall come to be cloathed with 
immortality, In the mean time, walk Worn, 
H 0 
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of the grace you have received; and Jet not 
your attainments puff you up, but give to 
God the glory of his grace; and let what you 
have feen and heard have this effect, to make 
you ſo much more abhor yourſelf for your 
on vileneſs. The great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, who like yourſelf was once admitted 
hither, declares he ſoon met with a thorn in 
the fleſh, leſt he ſnould elſe have been puffed 
up too much for the abundant revelations 
that he had received. Let this example there- 
fore keep you humble: Humility will be your 
beſt defence: ſuch God exalts, whilſt he the 
proud deprefſes. I fee your Guardian Angel 
is coming towards you, and therefore, Epe- 
netus, fare-you-well till next you come, and 
then we will part no more, - b 
Epen. She had no ſooner ſpoke, but ſhe . 
departed, and the bright Form that brought 
me from the world below into this place of + 
Happineſs, was preſent with me; to whom, 
as I was bowing, | : OY 
Ang. Bow to the Throne (ſaid he) and not 
io me; 1 have already told you I am thy fellow 
creature; and therefore warſhip God alone, for 
he alone is worthy of adoration. Haſt thou ob- 
ſerved theſe Heavenly Manſions well? A 04, al 
, F#pþen. | then replied, I have obſerved, ane 
have almoſt been raviſhed with their glory 
but even here I could but ſee in part; their 
ſplendour was too bright, and too diaphanous 
for my beholding. And yet the fight was ſo 
extremely delightful, that I could wiſh I might 
ſtay here for ever, | 


£ 
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Ang. 1 have, replied the Angel, a com- 
miſſion to re- conduct you to the world below; 
not only to the earth from whence J took 
you, but to the regions of the Prince of Dark- 
neſs, that thou mayeſt there ſee the Reward 
of Sin, and what incenſed juſtice has pre- 

pared, as the juſt judgment of their rebellion, 
who would exalt themſelves above the Throne 
of the Moſt High. But do not therefore be 
atraid;; for as I have a commiſſion to bring 
thee thither, ſo have I hkewiſe to bring thee 
back again, and leave thee in the world from 
whence I took thee, till thou haſt, there put 
off mortality; and then I ſhall once more be 
thy conductor hither, where thou ſhalt live 
for ever with all the Bleſſed here. 

Epen. Theſe laſt words of the Angel did, 
as it were, put new life into me: For 10 laue 
Heaven for Harth, was that which did ex- 
tremely diſcompoſe me, and would have ren- 
dered me inconſolable, but that J knew the 
Divine Will was ſuch, But to leave Heaven 

for Hell, was that which turned my very 
heart within me. However, when 1 knew 
that it was the Divine good Pleaſure that I 
ſhould be returned from thenc? to earth 
again, and there put off mortality, and then 
be re- conducted up to Heaven, I was a little 
comforted, and found within myſeir an entire 
reſignation to the wul of God; and therefore 
faid with ſome aſſurance to my bright Con- 
ductor, that which the Bleſſed God has or- 
dered, I ſhall be always willing to obey, of 
whoſe great mercy I have already had ſo — 


large experience. 
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That even in Hell itſelf I will not fear, 
May ] but have his preſence with me there. 

Ang. To this my ſhining Guardian an- 
ſwered me, Wherever the Bleſſed God vouch- 
ſafes his preſence, there is Heaven, and whilſt 
we are in Hell, he will be with us. 

Epen. Then bowing low before the Al- 
mighty's T hrone, fwifier than thought my 
Guardian Angel carrying me ten thouſand 
leagues below the Imperial Heavens, where, 
when I faw thoſe mighty globes of fires, 
thoſe ever- burning lamps of the ZEtheriat 
Heavens, I thus beſpoke my bright Con- 
ductor ; that I had heard, when I was upon 
earth, that each one of theſe fixed ſtars were 
worlds; and I believe they might; becauſe, 
though here they are of ſuch a mighty mag- 
nitude, they ſeem to us on earth juſt ſuch 
ſmall things as what the earth ſeems here, 
although, indeed, the earth ſeems here more 
dark than they do unte thoſe that are on 
earth, But having ſuch an opportunity, L 
would willingly be informed from you what 
truth there is therein. | er RE 

Ang. To this my ſhining Gnardian an- 
ſwered me, To Him who is Almighty, there 
is nothing impoſſible; nor can there be. a 
bound ſet to infinity. The ever-blefſed God 
took ſix days time to make the world below, 
but could as well have made it in one mo- 
ment if he had ſo determined; it was the 
putting forth of his Almighty Power that did 
effect it; and what that power can do, there 
is none can tel] but he that does 8 
"RE ut 
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But from his power, to argue, it is his will, 
is no good Jogick in the School of Heaven, 
He does whatever he pleaſes, both in 
heaven above, and in the earth below; and 
what he pleaſes to reveal to us, we know; 
and what he has not ſo revealed, are ſecrets 
locked up in his own Eternal Counſel, which 
it is a bold and preſumptuous curioſity for 
any creature to enquire into. There is no 
doubt but he can make as many worlds 
as there are ſtars in heaven, if it pleaſes him; 
but that he has done ſo, he has not yet re- 
vealed, nor is it therefore our duty to en- 
quire. g 

By this time we were comẽ down to the 
' Joweſt regions of the air, where I ſaw multi- 
tudes of horrid forms, and diſmal dark ap- 


=» 1 pearances, fly from the ſhining. preſence of 


my bright Conductor, 
Epen. Theſe ſure, faid I, are ſome of the 
vanguard of hell, ſo buck and ſo affrighting 


are their forms. 


Angel. Theſe are, ſaid my Conductor, ſome 


= "of the apoſtate ſpirits, that wander up and 


down in the air, and on the earth, like roar- 
ing lions, ſeeking whom they may devour : 

And though they are fled hence, you will 
fee them quickly in their own dark territories, 
for we are now upon the borders. of the In- 


ternal] Pit. 
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F Quickly found the words of my Conduc-- 


tor very true; for we were ſoon ſurround- 


ed with a darkneſs much more black than 
night, which was attended with a ſtink more 


ſuffocating far than that of burning brimſtone: 


my ears were likewiſe filled with the horrid” : 
yellings of the damned ſpirits, that all the moſt 
diſcordant notes on earth were, in n —9 


of = melodious muſic, 


. Now, ſaid my Guardian Angel, you 8 
2 = the verge of Hell; but do not fear the 
power of the Deſtroyer, for my commiſſion ' © 
from the Imperial 'T hrone ſecures you from 
all dangers : Here you may hear from devils . 
and damned ſouls, the curſed cauſes of their 
endleſs ruin; and what you have a mind to 


aſk, enquire, and they ſhall anſwer_.your7* © 


The-devils cannot hurt you, though” they. 


c_— 4 
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would; for they are bound by him that as com 


* me, of which themſelves are ſenſibſe, 
—— 
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which makes them rage, and fret, "fad roar, 
and bite their hated chain, but all in vain. 
We now were come within Hell's Terri- 
tories, placed in the caverns of the Infernal 
Deep; there, where earth's centre reconciles 
all things, where all effects do in their cauſes 
ſleep: There, in a ſulphureous lake of liquid 
fire, bound with the adamantine chain of 
Heaven's fixed decree, . ſat Lucifer, upon a 
burning throne ; his horrid eye ſparkling with 
Helliſh fury, as full of rage as his ſtrong pains 
could make him. Thoſe wandering fiends, 
that, as-we came from heaven, fled before 
. us, had (I perceived) given notice of our 
+ -eoming, which put all hell in an uproar, and 
thus made Lucifer to vent his horrid blaſ- 
phemies againſt the Bleſſed God; which he 
delivered with ſuch an air of arrogance and 
pride, as plainly ſhews he only wanted power, 
but neither rage nor malice. 
„ Zucafer, What would the Thunderer have, 
E -- - . faid he? He has my heaven already, whoſe 
- - Tadiant ſceptre this bold hand ſhould bear: 
And for thoſe never-fading fields of light, 
my fair inheritance, confines me here in this 
dark houſe of death, forrow, and woe 
What would he have hell from me too, that 
he inſults me here? Ah!] could I but obtain 
- another day to try it in, I would make 
Heaven ſhake, and his bright Throne to 
totter. Nor would I fear the utmoſt of his 
power, though he had fiercer flames than 
- theſe to throw me in. Though then I loſt 
the day, the fault was not mine: No 
_ iS | winged 
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» winged ſpirit in Heaven's arched roof bid 
5 fairer for the victory than I did. But Ah! 
55 (continued he, with a changed voice) that 


al day is loſt, and I am doomed, for ever 
” doomed, to theſe dark territories ! But it is 
4 at leaſt ſome comfort to me ſtill, that man- 
b kind's ſorrow waits upon my woe. And 
ſince I cannot on the Thunderer, [ will wreak L 
h the utmoſt 'of my rage on them. 

Epen. I was amazed to hear his impious 


1 ſpeech, and could not forbear ſaying to my 
Conductor, How juſtly are his blaſpheniies 


: rewarded ?” 
tate Giri, is both his fin and punifhment ; 
for every blaſphemy he belches againſt Hea- 


ven, makes hell the hotter to him. T_ 
Me then paſſed on further, amongſt diſmall 
ſcenes of unmixed ſorrow, and faw two © 44 
wretched fouls tormented by a fiend, Who, 
without eeaſing, plunged them in liquid 6 
and burning brimſtone, whilſt they at the 
ſame time àccuſed and curſed each other; 
one of them ſaving to his tormented fellowv - 
ſufferer,” O curſed be thy face, that ever I ſet 
eyes upon thee ! My miſery is long of thee; 
I may thank thee for this, for it was thy 5 
perſuaſions brought me hither; thou didit 
entice me, thou it was that didſt enſnate 15 
thus. It was your covetouſneſs and e 
ing, and your oppreſſion, and grinding 
poor, that brought me hither. If 
hüt ſet me a good 2 — 
. 2 5 1 might, for oug >; OA "OA ve 
— en 


| Ang. What you have heard from this apoſ- 
| 


4 98 TheWorld To Come ; Or, 


been in heaven, and there have been as hap- 
Py as I am now. miſerable : But, O wretch 
that I was! my following your ſteps has 
made me in this wretched ſtate, and ruined 


me for ever: O that I had never ſeen thy 


face, or thou hadſt never been born to do my 
foul that wrong that you have done. 

The other wretch replied, And may I not 
as well blame you? For do you not remem- 
ber how at ſuch a time and place you did 
entice me, and drew me out, and aſked me 
if I would not go along with you, when 1 


was about my other buſineſs, about my lawful 


calling? But you called me away, and there- 
fore are as much in fault as 1: Though I 
was. covetous, yet you were .proud; and 'if 
you learned of me your covetouſneſs, I am 
ſure 1 learned of you my pride and drunken- 
= neſs; and though you learned of me to cheat, 


much in others; and therefore if you blame 


actions, you have ſtill to anſwer for ſome of 
mine: I wiſh you never had come hither ; 
the very looks >> ps do wound my ſoul, 

into my mind: It was 
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by bringing fin afr 
. vou, with you it was I ſinned. O grief 
ſoul! And ſince I could not ſnun 
apy there, O that I could have 


* 


Jet you learned me to whore, to lie, and 
fſcoff at goodneſs. Thus, though I ſtumbled 
EK you in ſome things, you ftumbled me as 


me, I can blame you. as much. And it = 
have to anſwer for ſome of your moſt filthy 


dialogue I ſoon perceived, 
; _ 


5 never the could * 


N q 
1 
* 


that thoſe Who ate companions upon earth in 6 


fin, ſhall be ſo too in hell in puniſhment. 
And though on earth they love each other's 

company, they will not care for it in hell. 
This, I believe was the true reaſon why Dives 
feemed ſo charitable to his brethren, that he 
would have them warned, that ſo they might 
not come into this place of torment ; it was 
love unto himſelf, and not to them, that was 
his motive; becauſe had they come thither, 
his torments would have thereby been in- 
creaſed. 

But there were yet more tragic ſcenes of ſor- 
row ; for leaving thoie two curſed wretches 
accuſing each other, for being authors of each- 
other's miſery, we paſſed on further, behold- 
ing ſeveral woeful ſpectacles; and among 
others, one who ſtill had flaming py 
forced down her throat by a tormenting ſpirits. 
which he did with that horrid” cruelty- a 
infolence I could not but ſay to him: 


Epen. Why ſhould: you ſo delight in the ; 


tormenting of that curſed wretch, as to be 


thus perpetually pouring that flaming, and* 2 


infernal liquor down her throat . * © -.. 
Fiend, This is no more but a juſt tetri- 


bution, replied” the fiend : This woman in 


her life-time was ſuch a ſordid wretch, that 


though ſhe had gold enough, could never be” + 5 


fatisfied; and therefore now I. pour ĩt goyin her 
throat: She cared not who the” tui and 
undid, fo ſhe could get their ee 
© ſhe had amaſſed together a e -treafure : 
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would not let her ſpend fo much of it as to 
ſupply herſelf with what the common neceſ- 
ſities of life required; for ſne then went often 
with an empty belly, though. her bags were 

full, or elſe the filled it at another's, charge: 

And as for her apparel, it either never grew 
old, or if it were fa, it was always fo ſup- 
plied with patches, that at laſt it was hard 
to ſay which piece was an original, as it is 


among the learned men on earth to find out 


the original ef Nile. She kept no houſe, 


2 : becauſe ſhe would not be taxed ; znor, keep 


1980 


her treaſure in her hands, for fear the ſhould | 
be robbed; nor let it out without good bonds 
and mortgages, for fear of being cheated ; 


although ſhe ever cheated all ſhe could, 
and was herſelf ſo great a cheat, the cheated 


1 5 oy her own body of its food, and her own ſoul 


of mercy... And yet this curſed wretch had 


but one child in all the world to give it to, 
hom ſhe had brought up fo, ſhe knew no 
more how to make uſe of it than her mother 


did. Since gold then was her god on earth, 


* is it not juſt that ſhe ſhould have her belly- 


ful! in halts ba 
Epen. When her tormentor had done ſpeak- 
i z, I afked her whether what he faid were 


5 true or not? To this ſhe anſwered me, No; 


to my grief it is not. How ! to your grief, 
ſaid 1? Yes, to my grief, ſaid ſhe ;.. Becauſe, 
were that which my tormentor tells you, true; I 


a be better ſatisfied; he tells you, that it is 
2 that he pours down my throat; b he 
i Ang devil, and. fpeaks falſely: were; ir 


ber, 
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but gold, I never ſhould complain; but he 


abuſes me, and in the ſtead of gold he only 


gives me horrid ſtinking ſulphur : Had I my 
gold, I ſhould be happy ſtill; which I fo 
truly value, that if I had it here, I ſcarce, + 


would bribe heaven. with it to be removed 
from hence. 
I could not forbear telling my Conductor, 
]- was amazed to hear a wretch, in hell itſelf, 
ſo to daat' upon her riches, and that too, 
whilſt in the tormentor's hands. 

Ang: This may (ſaid he) convince. you. 
it is fin that is the greateſt of all evils ; and 
where love of that prevails, that ſoul is loſt 


for ever: And therefore it is the greateſt of 
all puniſhments to be abandoned to the love 


of ſin. The love of gold (to which this 
curſed creature is given up) is a more exquiſite 


and fatal puniſhment, than that which the 4 


| Apoſtate Spirits here inflict. upon her, 


Epen. Oh !- ſaid I, could but wicked men 


on earth, for one ſmall moment lay their ears 
to this mouth of Tophet, and hear theſe 


horrid ſhrieks of damned ſouls, they oould- N. 


not be in love with ſin again. 
Ang. Eternal Truth has told us otherwiff: 
For thoſe that will not hear his miniſters, nor 


have regard to what his word contains, will 
not be warned, 9 one ſhould come 


From hell. 
we had not come much further, 1 


Tet ſaw a wretched: ſoul lie on a bed of burn- 


e cried out, as one under a dreadful an- 
| : I 3 guifh,. 


"ſteel, almoſt choaked with brimſtone; 


f 


| 


* 
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guiſh with a note of deſcription ;, which made 
me defire of my Conductor to ſtay a While, 
that I might liſten more attentively to what 
he faid; and therefore I heard him ſpeak as 
follows: y Ir 
Ah, miſerable wretch | Undone for ever, 
for ever | O theſe killing words For ever / 
will not a thouſand thouſand years ſuffice, to 
bear that pain, which if I could avoid it, I 
would not bear one moment for a thouſand 
thouſand worlds; no, no, my miſery never 
will have an end; after the thouſand thou- 
_ ſand years, twill be For ever fill. O hapleſs, 
helpleſs, hopeleſs ſtate. indeed ! Tis this For 
ever is the hell of hell ! O curſed wretch | 
Curſed to all eternity ! How wilfully have I 


| 3 - undone: myſelf! O what ſtupendous folly 


am I guilty of, to chooſe fin's, ſhort and mo- 


mentary pleaſure, at the dear rate of ever- 


_ laſting pain Hon oft have I been told it 
would. be ſo! How often preſſed to leave 
thoſe paths of ſin; that would be ſure. to 
bring me to the chambers of eternal death 
But I, like the deaf adder, lent no ear, unto 

thoſe charmers, tho* they charmed ſo. wiſely. 
They told me often, that my fhortlived plea- 
ſures would quickly iſſue in eternal pain; and 
now too ſad experience tells me ſo, it tells me 
ſo indeed, but it is too late to help it, ſor my 

eternal ſtate is fixed for ever. Why had 1 
-reaſon,giveti.me !: Why was I made With an 
immortal ſoul, and yet ſhould take ſo little 
care of it! O how my on neglect ſtinga me 

to death, and yet I know I cannot, I on 
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not die] But live a dying liſe, worſe than ten 
thouſand. deaths; and yet I might once have 
| helped all this, and would not | © that is the 
gnawing worm that never dies! I might have 
once been happy, ſalvation. once was offered 
me and I retuſed it: Ah! had ir been but 
once, yet to refuſe it had been a folly not to 
be forgiven, but it was offered me a thouſand 
times, and yet (wretch that I was) I ſtill as 
often refuſed it. O curſed fin, that with de- 
luding pleaſures, bewitches mankind to eter- 
"nal ruin | Gop often called, but I as often 
refuſed; he ſtretched nis hand out, but I would 
not mind it. How often have I ſet at nought 
his counſel ! How often have I refuſed his 
reproof ! But now the ſcene is changed, the 
caſe is altered : for now he laughs at my ca- 
lamity, and mocks at that deſtruction which 
is come upon me, He would have helped 
me once, but then L would not, and there- 
fore thoſe eternal miſeries I am condemned to 
Undergo, is but the juſt reward of my own 
oin | 
I could not hear this doleful lamentation 
without reflecting. on the wondrous grace the 
ever- bleſſed God had ſhewn to me: Eternal 
praiſes to his holy name! For my heart told 
me, that I had deſerved as much as, hat ſad 
wretch, to be the object of eternal 3 and 
it is his Grace alone has made us di er! 

O how 2 his Councils be | - 
And tubo can fathom his divine Decree 7 | 
After theſe: reflections, I addreſſed myſelt 

35 ths. ale complainer, and told him, I 
8885 . | had 
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had heard fils woeful lamentation, by which 
I perceived his miſery was great and his loſs | © 
irreparable; and told him, I Would willingly „ 
- be informed of it more particularly, which [| F 
might poſlibly be ſome alleviation of his ſuf- 
| ferings. f 
Dam. Soul. No! not at all, my pains are 
ſuch as can admit of no relief, no not for ; 
one ſmall moment. But by the queſtion you 
have aſked, I do perceive you are a ſtranger 
here; and may you ever be ſo; Ah! had I | 
but the leaſt hopes ſtill remaining, how would 
I kncel, and cry, and pray for ever, to be re- 
deemed from hence ! But ah, it is all in vain, 
J éam loſt for ever. 
Though, that you may beware of coming. 
2 Il tell you what the damned ſuffer 
here 
O.ur miſeries in this infernal dungeon zre 
of two forts, what we have loſt, and what we 
undergo :. And theſe I will reduce each to their 
' ſeveral heads; although the ſad relation will 
give a greater ſtin to what I feel. 7 
- Firſt then for what we have loſt. 
I. In this ſad dark abode of miſery and 
ſorrow, we have loſt the preſence of the ever-⸗ 
bleſſed Gop : and this is that which makes . 
this dungeon, Hell. Though we. had loſt | 
- -a' thouſand worlds, it would not be fo much 
as this one loſs: Could but the leaſt glimpſe. 
of his favour enter here, we might be happy 5 
but we have loſt it to our everlaſting woe. ; 
2. Here we have likewiſe loft the company 
of Saints and Angels, and im their * in 
nothing but tormenting Devils, 


bh Ee ©. 
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Here we have loſt Heaven too, the ſeat 
of Bleſſedneſs: There is a deep gulph be- 
twixt us and Heaven, ſo that we are ſhut out 


_.from-thence for ever, Thoſe everlaſting gates 
that let the Bleſſed into Happineſs, are now 
for ever ſhut againſt us, here. 


4. Here we have alfo.loſt. all pity; and 
this is to the miſerable a great loſs: To have 
that God, who does fo pity fingers, that he 


has given his beloved Son to die for them, 


to be ſo far from pitying us, that he rejoĩces 
in our miſery, and will do ſo for ever, is that 


which ſtings us to the very heart, and makes 


our miſery beyond meaſure miſerable. And 


What can be more eruel and tormenting, than 


to have that Redeemer, that gives his very. 


blood for others. deny to pity us? Nor will 


the ſaints and angels pity. us, but whilſt we 


here are howling in our miſery, under the 
wrath of an incenſed God, the ſaints too 


. ſhall rejoice that we are damned, and God is. 


glorified in our deſtruction. Behold the diſ- 


mal iſſue of our fin ! | 
5. To make our wretchedneſs yet far more 


wretched, we have loſt the hope of ever be-, 
ing in a better ſtate, which renders our co 
dition truly hopeleſs. He that upon earth is 
the moſt miſerable, has yet hope left as a 


reſerve. . And, therefore, it is a common 


1 preverb- there, That were it not for hepe, the 
Abenkf. Abuld break, Well may our hearts 


teak then, ſince we are here both without 
ope-and help. This is what we have loſt;. 

lch, but to think on, is enough to tear 
1 an 


— 
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; and rend, and gnaw upon our miſerable ſoulil! 
for ever. Yet, O that this were all! Bufach 
we have ſenſe of pain as well as loſs : Anon 
| having ſhewed you what we have loſt, I an 1 
now to ſhew you what we undergo, f d 
I. And firſt, We undergo variety of tot Map 
ments; we are tormented here a thouſand, nabe 
ten thouſand ſeveral ways. They that are with 
moſt. aflitted upon earth, have ſeldom any! th 
more than one diſtemper at a time: But ſhouldÞÞ!p! 
+% they have the plague, the gout, the ſtone and pit. 
fever at a time, how miſcrable would they! li 
think themſelves? Yet all'thaſe are but likeFies 
tlie biting of - flea, to thoſe intolerable pu- ma 


— 


dent pains that we endure. Here we haveſpai! 
Ahe loathed variety of hell to grapple with: h. 
3 Here is fite that is unquenchable to burn vs"! 


Vith; a lake of burning brimſtone ever choak- 
| inz us ; eternal chains to tye us ; here is 
utter darkneſs to affrigkt us, and a warm of 
conſcience; that gnaws upon us everlaſtingly : 
And any one of theſe is worfe to bear, than 

all the torments mankind ever felt on earth. 
2. But as our torments here are various, 
fo are they univerſal too; afflicting each part 
of the body, and tormenting all the powers 
of the ſoul; which renders what we ſuffer 
moſt -unſufferable. In thoſe diſtempers you 
3 men are ſeized withal on earth, though ſome 
2 parts are afſſicted, other parts are free; al- 
| though your body be out of order, your 
head may yet be well; and tho“ your head 
be ill, your vitals may be free; or though vu 
vitals be affected, your arms and ee 
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till be clear. But here it is otherwiſe, 
ach member of the foul and body is at once 
xrmented. 

The eye 1s here tormented with the ſight 
f devils, who do appear in all the horrid 
apes, and black appearances that fin can 
ve them. The ear is continually tormented 
vith che loud yellings and continual outcries 
f the damned. The noſtrils ſmothered with 
alphureous flames; the tongue with burning 
ndÞliſters ; and the whole body rolled in flames 
ff liquid fire. And all the powers and facul- 
ies of our ſouls are her2 tormented : The 
Fnagination, with the thoughts of preſent. 
am; the memory loſt, with reflecting on what 
heaven we have loſt, and of thoſe oppor- 
unities we had of being ſaved. Our minds 
re here tormented with conſidering how vainly 


Ju] 
By 


ine 


e have abuſed it. Our under ſtanding is 
ormented in the thoughts of our paſt plea- 
ures, preſent pains and future ſorrows, 
hich are to laſt for ever. And our con- 
ciences are tormented with a continual S 
g worm. 
Another thing that makes our miſery 


u nents: the fire that burns us is ſo violent, 
e 1 all the water iu the ſea can never quench 

- the pains we ſuffer here are ſo extreme, 
p 2 it is impoſſible they ſhould be known by 
d Iny one but thoſe that feel them. Vindictive 
r Fſtice here diſplays its power in the ſuſtaining 
y aur dying lives, under thoſe great and cru- 
11 ciating 


„ 
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xe have ſpent our precious time, and har 


nſupportable, is the extremity of our tor- 
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ciating pains, which ſcarce an angels ftrength 
could undergo. : 

4. Another of the fad ingredients of our mi- 
ſery is the continuity of our Torments: As 
various and as univerſal, and as extreme vio- 
lent as they are, they are continual too; nor 
have we the leaſt intermiſſion from them, our 
miſeries are both extreme, and always ſo. If 
there were any relaxation, it might be ſome 
allay: But this makes our condition fo deplo- 
rable that there's no intermiſſion of our tor- 
ments, but what we ſuffer now we muſt for 
ever ſuffer, This cauſes a hatred to ariſe in 
our heartsagainſt God ; and our hatred againſt 
* God continues our miſeries upon us. | 

5. The ſociety or company we have here, 
is anothei ingredient in our miſery : Torment- 
ing devils, and tormented fouls, are all our 
company ; and dreadful ſhrieks and howlings, 
under the fierceneſs of our pain; and fearful 
execrations againſt him whoſe power and juſ- 
tice keeps us here, is all our converfation, 
And here the torments of our fellow ſufferers 
are ſo far from mitigating our miſery, that they 

increaſe our pain. 

6. The place in which we ſuffer is another 
thing that increaſes our ſufferings : It is the 
abſtract of all miſery, a priſon, a dungeon, a 
bottomleſs pit, a lake of fire and brimſtone, a 
furnace of fire that burns to eternity, the black- | 
neſs of darkneſs for ever; and laſtly, Hell it- 
ſelf. ' And ſuch a wretched place as this mu 
needs increaſe our wretchednefſss. 
7. The cruelty of our tormenters is — 4 

hy 5 ther 
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ther thing that adds to our torments : Out 
tormentors are devils, in whom there is no 
pity, but being tormeated themſelves, do yet 
take pleaſure in rormenting us. | 

8. All thoſe particulars that J have reck- 
oned up, are very grievous ; but that which 
makes them much more grievous is, that they 
ſhall ever be ſo; that all our moſt intolerable 
ſufferings ſhall laſt to all eternity: O wretched 


' ſtate of men! To be the everlaſting objects 


of God's revenging juſtice: Depart from me, 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, is that which 1s 
perpetually founding in my ears. O that I 
could reverſe that fatal ſentence ! O that there 
was but a bare poſſibility of doing it! What is 
it that I would not do or ſuffer to effect it ? 
And yet Almighty Power can inflict no more 
than what I ſuffer now, But that I ſhall for 
ever ſuffer it, is what I know not how to 
bear; and yet what I muſt ever undergo. 
Thus have I ſhewed you the miſerable caſe 


that we are in, and ſhall be in for ever. 


This wretched ſoul had ſcarcely made an 
end of what he was ſaying, before he was 
afreſh tormented by an helliſh fury, who bid 
him ceaſe complaining, for it was in vain : 
Beſides, ſaid he, do you not know you have de- 
ſerved it all? How often were you told of this 


before, but would not then believe it? You 


laughed at them that told you of a hell; nay, 

ou were ſo preſumptuous to dare Almighty 
Juſtice to deſtroy you ? How often have you 
called on God to damn you? And do you now 


.complain that you are anſwered according to 
Jout wiſhes ? What —_—— thing is 


this 
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this, that you ſhould call fo often for damna- 
tion, and yet be ſo uneaſy under it? You 
own yourſelf, you had ſalvation offered you, 
and you refuſed it; with what face then can 
you complain of being damned, I have 
more reaſon to complain than you, for oy 
have had a long time of repentance giv 
vou; but ] was turned to hell as ſoon I 
had finned : You had ſalvation offered you, 
and pardon and forgiveneſs often tendered 
you ; but I never had any mercy offered me; 
but was conſigned, as foon as I had finned, 
to everlaſting puniſhment : If I had had the 
offer of ſalvation, I never would have lighted 
it as you have done: And it had been better 
for you, that you had never had the offer of 
it neither; for then damnation had been eaſier 
to you: Who do you think ſhould pity you, 
that would be damned in ſpite of heaven 
itelf ? 

This made the wretch cry out, O do not 
thus continue to torment me, I know that my 
_ deſtruction is of myſelf: O that I could 
forget it! The thoughts of that is here my 
greateſt plague: I would be damned, and 
therefore juſtly am fo. 

Then turning to the Fiend that tortured 
him, be ſaid, but it was through thy tempta- 
tions, curſed devil: It was thou that temptedſt 
me to all the ſins I have been guilty of; and 
doſt thou now upbraid me? _ You % vou 
never had a Saviour offered you; bat you 
ſhould call to mind, you never had a tempter 
Per, as I have had continually of from 
| On 
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from whoſe importunate ſolicitations I never 


could be free. 
To this the devil ſcornfully replyed, I own 


it was my bufineſs to decoy you hither ;. and 


you have oft been told ſo by your preachers : 


They told you piain enough we ſought your 
ruin, and went about continually like roaring 
lions, ſeeking whom we could devour ; and I 
was oft airaid you would believe them, as 
ſeveral did, to our great diſappointment : But 
you were willing to do what we would have 
you; and fince you have done our work, 
it is but reaſonable that we ſhould pay your 
wages. And then the Fiend tormented him 


atreſh, which cauſed him to roar out fo 


horridly, I could no longer ſtay to hear him, 
and fo paſt away, 

Epen. How diſma!, ſaid | then to my Con- 
ductor, is the condition of theſe damned 
fouls | They are the devil's flaves while upon 
earth, and he upbraids, and then torments 
them for it, when they come to hell. 

Angel. I heir malice againſt all the race of 
1 ſaid my Conductor, is exceecing great, 
becauſe the Bleſſed Redeemer dyed to ſave 
them, and they enjoy that happineſs from 
which thoſe ſpirits were caſt dowa, And 
tho? it is impoſſible they ſhould prevail upon 
the Elet, ſo as to make one periſh, yet 
ſince they know not who they are, they ceaſe 


not to tempt all to ſin, by all the means they 


can, as knowing that is the way to make them 
miſerable : And becauſe many ſouls are igno- 


ang of their devices, they eaſily prevail upon 
K 2 them, 


| * 
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them to their eternal ruin. And how they 
treat them here, for liſtening to their tempta- 
tions, you have ſeen already, and will ſee 
more of it quickly. And though they do it 
to ſatisfy the rage they have againſt them, as 
they are men, yet are they therein the Al- 
mighty's Agents, and the juſt executioners of 
his deſerved vengeance againſt ſinners, who 
5 . deſtroy themſelves, by liſtening to the 
evil. | / | | 

Paſſing a little further, we ſaw a multitude 
of damned fouls together, gnafhing their 
teeth with extreme rage and pain, whilſt the 
tormenting fiends, with helliſh fury, poured 
liquid fire and brimſtone continually upon 
them ; they, in the, mean time, curſing God, 
themſelves, and thoſe about them, in blaſ- 
pheming after a. tremendous manner. 

I could not forbear aſking of one fiend that 
ſo tormented them, who they were that he 
uſed ſo cruelly? Said he, 

Fiend. They are thoſe that very well de- 
ſerve it: Thefe are thofe curſed wretches that 
would teach others the right road to heaven, 
whilſt yet themſelves were ſo in love with hell, 
that they came hither, Theſe are thoſe ſouls 
that have been the great factors of heil upon 
the earth, and therefore do deſerve a particu- 
lar regard in hell, We uſe our-utmoſt dili- 
gence to give every one their ſhare of tor- 
ments, but will be ſure to take care theſe 
ſhall not want; for theſe have not only their 
own ſins to anſwer for, but all those too, 


whom they have led aſtray, both by their 
doctrine and example. Epen. 
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Eben. Since they have been ſuch great 
factors for hell, as you ſay, methinks grati- 
tude ſhould oblige you tv uſe them a little 
more kindly, 

Fiend, To this the impudent fiend anſwered 
me, in a ſcoffing manner, they that expect 
pratitude among devils, will find themſelves 
- miſtaken ; gratitude is a virtue, but we hate 
all virtue, and profeſs an immortal enmity 
againſt it: Beſides, we hate all learning, and 
were it in our power, not one of them ſhould 
be happy. It is true we do not tell them fo 
upon earth, becauſe there it is our buſineſs 
to flatter and delude them; but when we have 
them here, Where they are taſt enough (for 

om hell there is no redemption) we ſoon con- 
vince them of their folly in believing us. 

Epen. From the diſcourſe I had heard of 
this and other of the devils, I could not but 
reflect, that it is infinite and unſpeakable 
grace, by which any poor ſinners are brought 
to heaven; confidering how many ſnares and 
| baits are laid by the enemy of ſouls to intrap 
them by the way; and therefore it is a work 
well worthy of the bleſſed Son of God, to 
ſave his people from their ſins, and to deliver 
thein from the wrath to come. But it is an 
unaccountable madneſs and folly in men to 
refuſe the offers of his grace, and to cloſe 1 in 
with the deſtroyer, 

Angel. It is ſin that thus hardens: their 
| heart, and blinds their eyes, ſo that they 
are incapable of making a right judgment 


of things, until the holy ſpirit comes and 
K 3 anoints 
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anoints their eyes with his eye-ſalve, which 
makes the ſcales of ignorance and error to 
drop off, . whereby they come to ſee things in 

a truer light. Tf 

Epen. Going further on 1 heard a wretch 
complaining in a heart- breaking ſtrain againſt 
thoſe men that had betrayed him hither. 

Damned Soul. I was told, ſaid he, by thoſe 
that I depended on, and thought could have 
informed me right, that if I ſaid but Lord 
baue mercy on me, when I came to die, it would 
be enough to fave me; but O how wretchedly 
I find myſelf miſtaken, to my eternal forrow |} 
alas, I called for mercy on my death-bed, but 
found it was too late: This curſed Devil 
here that told me juſt before, that I was ſafe 
enough, then told me it was too late; and 
Hell muſt be my portion, as I find it is. 

Devil. You ſee I told you true at laſt; and 
then you would not believe me. A very pretty 
| buſineſs! is not it, think you? Yourſpend your 
days in the purſuit of fin, and wallow in your 
filthineſs, and you would go to heaven when 
vou die ! Would any but a mad man think 
that would ever do? No, he that in good 
earneſt does jntend to go to heaven, when he 
dies, muſt walk in the ways of holineſs and 
virtue while he lives. You ſay ſome of your 
lewd companions told you, that faying, Lord 


babe mercy on you, when you came to die, 


would be enough: A very fine excuſe | You 
might have known, if you'd have given War 
ſelf but leiſure to have read the Bible, that 
without Holineſs, there's none /hall fee the T a 1 
re- 
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Therefore this is the ſum of the matter, you 
were willing to live in your ſins as long as 
you could, you did not leave them at laſt be- 
cauſe you did not like them, but becauſe you 
could follow them no longer: And this you 
know to be true. And could you have the 
impudence to think to go to heaven with the 
love of fin in your heart? No, no, no ſuch. 
matter: You have been warned often enough, 
that you ſhould take heed of being decerved, for 
God would not be mocked, but ſuch as you ſowed, 
yon ſhould alſo reap : So that you have no 
reaſon to complain of any thing but your 
own folly, which you now ſee too late. 

Epen. This lecture of the Devil was a very 
cutting one to the poor tormented wretch, 
ſaid I to my Conductor, and contains the true 
cale of many now on earth, as well as thoſe 
in Hell. But O what a far different judgment 
do they make in this ſad ate, from what they 
did on earth | | 3 

Angel. The reaſon of that, is, replied my 
Guardian Angel, becauſe they won't allow 
themſelves to think what the effect of fin will 
be, nor what an evil it is, whilſt upon earth: 
It is inconſideration is the ruin of ſo many 
thouſands, who think not what they are do- . 
ing, nor whither'they are/going, till it is too 
late to help it. A ES 
We had not gone much further, before we 
heard another tormenting of himſelt, and 
aggravating his own miſery, by reflecting on 
tlie happineſs of bleſſed fouls 
Dam. Soul, How brightly, ſaid he, ©. 

| | laimts 
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in Heaven ſhine in the glory of the Divine 
Image, whilſt I am deformed! And yet 1 
was once as capable of that glory as they; 
had the ſame nature with them, the ſame reaſon, 
the ſame intellectual faculties and powers; 
but, O what a prodigious monſter am I now 
become ! That I thould hate, and hate eter- 
nally, the eternal excellency :* Now ſin and 
death are finiſhed. upon me: And O how vaſt 
is the difference between us! They have the 
human nature in its moſt exalted beauty and 
perfection; but I, aceurſed IJ, have the ſame 
nature in its utmoſt turpitude and deprava- 
tion; which renders the compariſon unſpeak- 
ably far more unequal, than that would be 
of the moſt amiable lovely perſon, flouriſhing 
in all the gatery and prime of youthful ſtrength 
and beauty, with. à putrified and rotten car-- 
caſe, deformed by the corruption of a loath- 
ſome grave: Ah, whence-is this amazing 
difference but through my wilful and accurſed 
fin? It is ſin, it is only fin; that has undone 
me, and brought me here to ſuffer as the juſt 
reward thereof, the dreadful vengeance: of 
eternal fire, Pls 
Epen. We were diverted from giving any 
further ear unto theſe ſtinging ſelf-refle&tions: 
of this poor loſt creature, by ſeeing a vaſt 
number of tormenting fiends laſhing inceſ— 
ſantly a numerous company of wretched ſouls 
with knotted whips of ever- burning ſteel; 
whilſt they roared out with cries ſo very piere- 
ing and ſo lamentable, I thought it might 
have melted even cruelty itſelf into ſome pity. 
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Which made me ſay to one of the tormentors, 
O ſtay your hand, and do not uſe ſuch cruelty 
as this to them that are your fellow-creatures, 
and whom perhaps you have yourſelves be- 
trayed to all this miſery. | 
Devil. No (anſwered the tormentor, very 


fmoothly) though we are bad enough, no 


devil ever was as bad as they, nor guilty of 


* ſuch crimes as they have been : For we all 


know there is a God, although we hate him; 
but theſe are ſuch as never could be brought 
to own (till they came hither) that there was 
ſuch a being. 

Epen, Then theſe, faid I, are Atheiſts : A 
wretched fort of men indeed; and who had 


once like to have ruine me, had not Eternal 


Grace prevented it. 
I had no ſooner ſpoke, but one of the tor- 
mented wretches cries out, with a ſad mourn- 


ful accent, 
Dam, Soul. Sure I ſhould know that voice: 2 


| 11 muſt be Epenetus. — 


I was amazed to hear my name men- 
tioned by one of the infernal crew ; and there- 


fore being deſirous to know who it was, I an- 


ſwered, Ves, I am E penetus, but who are 
you, in that ſad loſt condition, that knows. 
me ? | 
Dam. Sul. To this the loſt unknown re- 
plied, I was once well acquainted with you 


upon earth, and had almoſt perſuaded you t 
be of my opinion. I am the author of that 
celebrated book, ſo well known by the title pf” 


1 


| Epen. 
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Eden. What, the great Hobbs, ſaid I! 
Are you come hither ? Your voice is ſo much 
changed, I did not know it. : 
Hobbs. Alas, replyed be, I am that un- 
happy man indeed: But am ſo far from being 
great, that I am one of the moſt wretched 
perſons in all theſe ſooty terriories. Nor is 
it any wonder that my voice is changed; for I 
am now changed in my principles, though 
changed too 'late to do me any good : For 
now I know there is a God: But O] I wiſh 
there were not; for I am ſure he will have no 
merey on me: Nor is there. any reaſon that 
he ſhould: 1 do confeſs, I was his foe on 
earth, and now he is mine in hell ; where he 
makes me to ſuffer all that Almighty Power 
can inflict, or that a creature is able to ſuſtain, 
I feel, I feel, to my eternal woe, that I am 
now the ſubject of that power I once ſo 
wickedly derided: And it is that wretched 
confidence I had in my own wiſdom, that has 
thus betrayed me. : 
Epen. Your caſe indeed is miſerable, and 
= you needs muſt own you ſuffer juſily. 
For how induſtrious were you to make proſe- 
1ytes of others, and ſo involve them in the 
fame damnation. None has more reaſon. to 
know this than I, who had almoſt been taken 
in the ſnare, and periſhed irrecoverably. 
Hobbs. It is that, ſays he, that ſtings me- 
to the heart, to think how many periſh by 
my means: I was afraid, when-firſt I heard: 
your voice, that you had likewiſe been con- 
fgned to. puniſhment. Not that I can wiſh 


4 
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any perſon happy, for it is my plague to think 
that any are fo whilſt I am miſerable ; but 
becauſe every ſoul that is brought hither 
through my ſeduction, whilſt I was on earth, 
doubles my pains in hell. 

Epen. But tell me, for I fain would be in- 

formed, and you can do it: Did you indeed 
believe, when upon earth, there was no God ? 
Could you imagine that the world could 
make itſelf ? And that the creatures were the 
cauſes of their own production ? Had you no 
ſecret whiſpers in your ſoul, that told you it 
was another made you, and not you your- . 
ſelf ? And had you never any doubts about 
this matter? I have often heard it ſaid, when 
upon earth, though there are many that pro- 
fels there is no God, there is not one that 
thinks ſo; and it would be ſtrange there 
ſhould, becauſe there is none but carry in 
their boſom a witneſs for that God whom 
they deny. Now you can tell whether it is 
ſo or no; and you have now no reaſon to 
. conceal your fentiments. 

Hobbs. Nor will I, Epenetus, anſwered he, 
altho* the thoughts "thereof ſting me afreſh. 
I did at firſt believe there was a God, who was 
that ſovereign ſelf- ſubſiſting power "that gave 
a being to all other creatures : But falling at- 
terwards to vicious courſes, which rendered 
me obnoxious to his wrath, I had ſome ſecret 
withes there was none; for it is impoſſible to 

- think there is a God, and not withal to think 

kim juſt and righteous, and conſequently that 

1 * obliged to puniſh the tranſgreſſors * his 
aw: 


DT . — 


* 
' 
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law: And being, I was conſcious to myſelf 
I lay obnoxious to his juſtice, it made me hate 
him, and wiſh that there was no ſuch being: 
But ſtill purſuing the ſame vicious courſes, 
and finding juſtice did not overtake me, I then 
began to hope there was no God, and from 
thoſe hopes began to frame in my own breaſt 
ideas ſuitable to what I hoped : And having 
thus, in my own thoughts, framed a new 
ſyſtem of the world's original, excluding 
thence the being of a Deity, I found myſelf 
ſo fond of theſe new notions, that I at laſt 
prevailed upon myſelf to give them credit, 
and then endeavoured to faſten the belief of 
them on others. But before I came to ſuch 
a height as this, I do acknowledge that I 
found ſeveral checks in my vwn conſcience for 


what I did, and all along ſhould now and then 


be troubled with ſome ſtrange uneaſy thoughts, 


as if I ſhould not find all right at laſt ; which 


I endeavoured to put off, as much as in me 


lay. And now ] find thoſe checking thoughts 


that might have been of ſervice to me then, 
are here the things that moſt of all torment 
me. And I muſt own, the love of fin har- 


dened my heart againſt my Maker, and made 


me hate him firſt, and then deny his being. 
Sin, that I hugged ſo cloſe in my boſom, 


has been the curſed cauſe of all this woe; the 
ſerpent that has ſtung my ſoul to death: For 
now I find, maugre my vain philoſophy, and 


thoſe new ſyſtems I endeavoured to obtrude 


upon the world, There is a GOD, and that 4 
' Great and Terrible One. I find too now that 


| God 


F 
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Cod will not be mocked, although it was my 


daily practice in the world to mock at Hea- 


ven, and ridicule what ever things are ſacred, 


which were the means I uſed te ſpread abroad 


my curſed notions, and which I always found 
very ſucceſsful; For thoſe I could but get 
to ridicule the Sacred Oracles, I always looked 
upon to be ina fair way to become my diſ- 
ciples. But now the thoughts thereof are 
more tormenting to me than all the torments 
I ſuſtain by whips of burning ſteel, For no- 
thing more provokes the offended Majeſty of 
Heaven, than thus to ridicule what he has 
made ſo awful. 

Epen. By that which you have faid, it is 
eaſy to diſcern the great malignity of fin- 
againſt the Ever-bleſſed God; from whoſe 
moſt righteous will and law it is a deviation. 
And it was alone your giving way te ſin, that 
entailed all your miſeries upon you; and 
doubtleſs, it is a cruel and tormenting thought 
to think, that what you ſuffer is moſt juſtly. 
But it is not my. defign to aggravate your 
miſeries, only I would aſk another queſtion, - 
that I would be reſolved : I heard yourſelf, 
and others in the ſame condition with. you, 
cry out of burning ſteel, and fire, and flames, 
and yet I cannot diſcern it: Where there is 
fire, there muſt be ſome degree of light ; and 
yet for ought appears to me, you are ſtill in 
utter darkneſs, = dr 

Hobbs. O that I could but ſay, I felt no 


| fire! How eaſy would my torments be, to 


that which now I * them! But O? alas, 
9 the 


0 
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the fire that we endure, ten thouſand times 


exceeds all culicary fire in fiereeneſs; and is 
of a quite different nature from it: Which 


you already well obſerved in one particular, 


. which is, there is no light at all attends it, 


25. does upon ſuch fire as burn upon earth; 
but notwithflanding all the fire in hell, we 


are in utter darkneſs.” But then the fire you 
burn on earth, is of .a preying and devouring 
nature; for whatſoever it takes hold of it 
conſumes to aſhes; and when it meets with 
no more fuel, it goes out. : But:here it is not 
ſo; for though it burns with that tremendous 


fierceneſs, which none but.thoſe that feel . it 


know, yet does it not conſume, nor never 


will: We ſhall ever be burning, yet not 
burned : It is a tormenting, but not a con- 


ſuming fire. The fire that is burned on earth, 
Iiãs a corporeal . fire, and cannot ſeige on imma- 
tterial ſubſtance; and ſuch are ſouls : But 
here the fire ſeizes upon our fouls, and puts 
them into pain ſo exquiſite, and ſo torment- 
ing, as cannot be expreſſed. it was my ig- 
norance of this, when upon earth, that made 
me ridicule the notion of immaterial ſub- 
ſtances being burned by fire: Which here, io 


my own. coſt, I find too true. And then 
another difference betwixt the fire that burns us 
here, and that which burns on earth, is this, 
that you ean kindle that whenever you pleaſe, 


and quench it when you will: But here it is 
- 6therwiſe.;- this fire is kindled by the breath 


of Heaven, like to a ſtream of brimſtone. 


| and it burns for ever, and therefore is moſt 


properly 
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properly ſtiled, Fire unguenchuble; ; which is- 
Here like to be our everlaſting portion, And 
this is what I have to anſwer-unto the * ſad 
queſtion that you aſked me. 

Epen. Sad indeed; ſaid I ! See what Al- 
mighty Power can inſtict on thoſe that vio- 
bs his righteous- law ! L was a making ſome 
further obſervations" on what I heard, when 
the relentleſs fiend, that was before torment- 
ing of them, thus interrupted: me: | 

Devil. You ſee by him what ſort of men 
they wete when in the world, and do not 
you think that they deſerve the panument 
they- undergo ?7 _—_ 

Epen. To which I anſwered; Doubileſs- it | 
is the juſt reward of fin which now they ſaf-- 
fer, and which hereafter you ſhalt ſuffer too; 
for you, as well as they, have finned againſt 
the Eyer- bleſſed God; and for your fin (hall 
ſaffer the juſt vengeance of eternal fire. Nor- 
is it in the leaſt any excuſe to ſay, you never 
doubted the being of a God; for though you 
knew there was a God, yet you rebelled: 
againſt him; and therefore ſhall be juſtly 
puniſhed-with everlaſting deſtruction from the- 
preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his pdwer. 

Devil. To this the fiend replied, It is true 
we know we ſhall be puniſhed as thou haſt 
faid, but if it be azeaſorr why mankind ſhould 
have pity ſhewed them, becauſe they fell 
through the temptations of the devil; it is 
the ſame caſe with me, and all the reſt of the- 
on ſpirits, . for we were tempted by the 
CIP L 2. Bright 
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Bright Sun of the Morning to. take part with 
him. And therefore though this aggravates 
the erĩme of Lucifer, it ſhould extenuate that 
of inferior ſpirits, | | 
Ang. Te this my bright Conductor (who. 
had not ſpoken to them ſince my coming 
hither): thus replied with a ſtern angry coun- 
tenance, O, thou apoſtate, wicked, lying 
ſpirit! Canſt thou affirm thoſe things, and 
{ce me here? Doſt thou not know it was thy 
proud: heart made thee take part with Zucifer 
againſt the Bleſſed God, who had created 
thee a glorious creature ? But priding of thy- 
ſelf in thy own beauty, thou wouldſt have 
been above thy Bleſſed Creator, and ſo wert 
ready to take part with Lucifer, and juſtly 
art with him caſt down to hell; and thy 
former comelineſs and beauty changed to that 
Horrid monſtrous form in which thou now 
- appeareſt, as the juſt puniſhment of thy re- 
bellious pride, 
Devil. To this the apoſtate ſpirit only ſaid, 
Why doſt thou thus invade: our territories, 
and come here to torment us before our 
time? And when he had ſaid thus, he ſlunk 
away, as if he durſt not ſtay to have an an- 
ſwer. E | oo 
Epen. The fiend being gone, I ſaid to my 
Conductor, ſomething I have already heard: 
about the fall of the apoſtate angels, but 
have à great deſire to be informed in the par- 
ticulars thereof more fully. : 
Ang. Tothis my GuardianAngel anſwered 
me, When thou ſhalt once have put off thx 
84 . mor = 
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mortality, and be tranſlated to the Bleſſed 


above, there thou ſhalt. know ſuch things as 
now thou canſt-not apprehend. And there- 


fore in thy preſent ſtate, deſire not to be wiſe 


above what is written. It is enough. to know 
the ange's ſinned, and for their fin were caft 
down to hell. But how pure fpirits ſhould 
have a thought riſe in their hearts againſt the 
Eternal Purity that firſt created them, is what 
thou art not capable of comprehending now, 
The angelic ſpirits are free agents, all ere- 
ated ſo by the Almighty, who loves to have 
a free and willing ſervice offered him by all 
his creatures; and this, the Sacred Oracles 
inform you, is called a+ Reaſonable ſervice ; 
and angels had a time for their probation, 
even in Heaven, as well as Adam had in Pa- 
radiſe, and like him was created in a poſſi- 
bility of falling; but as the fall of Adam was 
repaired- by the great promiſe of the bleſſed 
Meſſiab, fo all thoſe bleſſed ſpirits, that kept 
their ſtation in the great defection of the 


apoſtate angels, are, through the wondrous 
grace of the Meſſiah, confirmed therein for 
ever; that he might be the head of angels tos, 
af well os men; and have in all things the pre- 
-  emnence, as well becomes the Eternal Son of 
| God. But you have ſeen encugh in theſe 
black realms of miſery and woe, to ſhew the 
| glory of Eternal Juſtice, which even the damned 


Irits own to beſo. For when that great 
eciding day ſhall come, in which the bodies 


of the dead ſhall riſe and be united to their 
"fouls again, and then appear before the Judg- 


L 3 ment- 
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ment-ſeat, there is none of theſe black ſouls: 
but will plead: guilty, and juſtify the judg- 
ment of damnation, that they ſhall then hear 
God pronounce againſt them. a 
pen. I have obſerved, ſaid I, that all of 
them complain moſt of the torment that ariſes: 
from their own ſenſe of guilt, which juſtifies: 
the juſtice of the puniſhment.- This gloomy 
- priſon is the beſt glaſs te behold fin in its 
molt proper colours; for wete there not the 
greateſt malignity in ſin, it would not be re- 
warded with ſo extreme a-puniſhment. 
Angel. Vour inference is very natural; but 
there is yet a better glaſs than this, to ſee the 
juſt demerits due to ſin: And that is by con- 
templation to behold the bleſſed Son of God 
upon the Croſs: There we may ſee the dite 
effects of ſin: There we may ſee its true ma- 
lignity. For all the ſufferings of the damned 
here, are but the ſufferings of creatures till; 
43 but on the Croſs you fee a ſuffering God. 
Epen. Surely ſaid I, juſtice and mercy did 
never ſo triumph and kifs each other as in 
.that fatal hour, For juftice here was fully 
ſatisſied in the juſt puniſhment of ſin; and 
merey triumphed and was pleaſed becauſe 
hereby ſalvat ion for poor ſinners was effected. 
And O eternal praiſes to his holy name for 
ever, that by his grace has made me willin 
to accept of this ſalvation, and thereby to be- 
come an heir of glory; for I remember ſome 
ot thoſe loſt wretches here have in their bitter 
lamentations urged, that when ſalvation has 
been alferes: them, they ine ir. - It was 
{66 —— SS 01, 
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therefore grace alone that helped me to accept 


it. My ſhining guardian told me hereupon, 
that he muſt now conduct me to the earth: 


again, and leave me there to wait with faith 
and patience, till my expected happy change 


ſhould come. And! added like wiſe, that it 


would be my wiſdom. to retain always ſuch 
a due ſenſe of my own- unworthineſs; for to- 


be vile in my own eyes, would make me pre- 
eious in the fight of God: And that I ſhould 


not take that caution ill, becauſe. the enemy 
of ſouls is readieſt with temptations to puff 
up thoſe who have had great diſcoveries and: 
revelations of the mind of God, for there is 
nothing that the Devil aims at more, than, 
to deſtroy thoſe who are moſt dear to God: 
And though he ever fails in his attempts, 
he is unwearied ſtill in his endeavours ; and 


ofteatimes prevails ſo far againſt them, as to 


perſuade them to commit thoſe fins, which 
makes them afterwards go mourning to their 
graves. | 2 
I gave him thanks for the good counſel he 
had given me, and told him 1 ſhould be much 
wanting to myſelf, if I ſhould not accept it 
as the greateſt kindneſs he could ſhew me. 
Come then, ſaid he, and let us leave theſe 
realms of woe and horror to the poſſeſſion of 


their black inhabitants.—And in a very little 


ſpace of time, I found myſelf on earth again, 


and in that very place where I deſigned to 


have committed that black ſin of being my 


-own murderer, overcome by the temptations 


* 


. 9 


of the devil, he had perſuaded me there was 


* 4< , as 


* 
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no God, as in the beginning of the book: 
related. But what way it was thar I came 
thither, I am not at all able to determine, As 
ſoon as I was by the bank that I before had 
ſat on, the bright Appearance, by whom I 
had been all along conducted, ſaid to me: 
Aug. Now, Epenetus, you know where you 
are, and I muſt ſtay no longer with you 
now: | have another miniſtration to attend: 
Praiſe him that fits upon the throne for ever, 
Who has all power in heaven, earth and hell, 
Fur all the wonders of his love and grace, 
That he has: fſhewn you in ſo port a ſpace. 
Epen. As I was going to reply to him, my 
bright Conductor diſappeared, and I bay 4 
alone. And having for ſome time conſidered 
of the amazing viſions: I had ſeen, and of 
the wonderous things that I had heard, I 
ſcarce believed IJ was again on earth; nor did 


1 5 I know what time it was I had been abſent. 
Ang then reſolving to return to my own ha- 


bitation, I firſt kneeled down and 
that T might never loſe a lively ſenſe. of all 
"thoſe wonderous things that had been ſhewn 
me; and then roſe up again, bleſſing and 
praiſing God for all his goodneſs, and much 
admiring at his wonderous grace and conde- 
ſcenſion. | 1 
Being returned unto my houſe, my family 
were much ſurpriſed to ſee my countenance 
ſo 2 . changed, and looked upon me as 
if they Tearce had known me. 2 


I "aſked them what the meaning was, of 
They 


* 


Their unuſual zanuration 7? 


my viſage that had cauſed it. 
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They anſwered, It was the alteration in 


* 


In what reſpect, ſaid. I, is it that I am al- 


tered ſo? 


They told me, Veſterday my looks were 
ſo extremely clouded and eaſt down, I ſeemed 
the very image of deſpair: But now my face 
appeared abundantly more beautiful, and gar- 
ried all the marks of perfect joy and ſatiſ- 
faction in it. | | 

If you had ſeen, faid I, what I have feen 
to-day, you would not wonder at the change 
you ſee. Then going into my cloſet, I took 
my pen and. ink, and there wrote down what 
I had heard and ſeen, declaring the whole 
viſions. from the firſt to laſt: And then fub- 


joined to it the Poems following on Heaven. 


and Hell. All which I hope may have: the 


ſame effect on thoſe that read them, as the 


had. on me in writing them. 


. -New fp the King Eternal, Tamorial, Twoi- » 
- -fible, the Only Wiſe GQD, be Glory for- 


ever. Amen. 


To whoſe Bleſſing I recommend it. 
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0 ee OF HEAVEN. 


HERE is a land of pure delight, 
Where Saints immortal reign;. 
Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleaſures. baniſh pain, 


* 


4 Thiere everlaſting foring abides, 
1 And never-withering flowers; * 
Death, like a natrom ſea, divides, * 
| ITbdis heavenly land from ours. 7 
3 | Sweet fields, beyond the felling foods... 
Stand dreſs'd in living green; 
Wy 855 Sete the Jews Old Canaan ſtood, 
Wille Jordan roll'd between. 
Dutt timorous mortals ſtart and ſhrinks | 
4226 55 To croſs this narrow fea; 
And linger fhivermg on the brnk, 
* . And fear to launch away. 
. = | Eoin we but eli 45 where Moſes food, 
And view the region o'er ; | 


Not Jordan's ſtream, nor Death's cold flood, 
Shou'd fright us from the Or 


Pose are the joys above the ey, 
And all the regions peace; IN 
"do wanton lips-nor envious eye 
-"Can-ſee or taſte, the OY | 


A Froſpect of Hell. * 


There ſhall we ſee the Saints above, 
In their own glorious forms; 

And wonder why our ſouls did love 

- |, To dwell with mortal worms, 


Soon make that day, ſweet Lord, appear, 
When we (hall dwell above; 

And ſtand and bow among them there, 
Thy glory ſing, and love. 


A PROSPECT OF HELL. 


FITH holy fear and humble long, 

The dreadful God adore; * os 

Rev'rence and awe become the tongues: "*#5; Fe 
That ſpeaks his dreadful power. "= 1 
Fear in the deep where darkneſs dwells, 
Great horror and deſpair ; cool 
Juſtice has built a diſmal hell, oe TO AP IE 2 : 0 Dy 
And ſtored up vengeance Mere, 1 


Eternal plagues and heavy chains, 
, Tormenting racks and coals; 
Satan darts forth immortal pains, - 
On wretched damned ſouls, 


There Satan, the firſt ſinner, lies, 
Roars, bites his iron bands; 

8 In vain the rebel ſtrives to riſe, - 

Cruſh'd with God's weighty ne 
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* F i guilty ghoſts,” of Adam's race, 

Shriek out beneath his rod; | 

Once they cou' d ſcorn a Saviour's grace) 
3 And griev'd an angry Gd. 
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"Vaſt multitudes of firiners lie, 
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: And darkneſs makes their chains : 
I Fortur'd with deep deſpair they cry, 
WY Yet wait for fiercer pains. 


Not all their anguiſh and their blood. 
or their old guilt atones ; 
Nor the compaſſion of a God, 

5 7 2 3 hearken to their groans. 
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05 1” wretched ſtate of deep deſpaity 


54 85 4 
I Toſe their God remove, * 
8 "oo nd fix their doleful ſtation where 


* 


They never taſte his love. 
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